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The Heavenly Architect 
By Ellen McKay Trimmer 


E WHO meted out the waters 
In the hollow of His hand; 
He who spoke, and worlds unnumbered 
Came from naught at His command; 
Can it be that this same Jesus 
My one humble life has planned? 


God forgive that I’ve forgotten, 
When my way I could not see, 

That the one who rules all nature 
Knows how best to plan for me. 

Help me, Lord, to be submissive, 
And to leave the plans with Thee. 


ve 


Neglecting Their Textbook 


Would the ranks be thinned out if 
front-line Christian workers who neg- 
lected their own personal Bible study 
were moved back to lesser places? 
Would some Sunday school classes be 
without teachers, some radio broadcasts 
be temporarily silenced, perhaps even 
some pulpits empty, and some foreign 
mission stations short-handed, at least 
temporarily?’ No such drastic rule can 
be applied to the far-flung battle lines 
of Christian work, for often God and 
a Christian man’s wife are the only 
other ones who know, whether or not 
he becomes careless in his personal de- 
votional habits, and God is mercifui and 
long-suffering and most Christian wives 
are. But occasionally the self-discipline 
and persistence of unbelievers, who bend 
all their energies toward a certain goal, 
put to shame the laxness and easygoing 
ways of Christians who have dwelt too 





much on the joys of the Christian life 
and too little on the requirements of 
Christian warfare. This is illustrated 
by a recent note on the Russians in Time 
(March 15). During a debate on atomic 
energy, Lord Pakenham said in the Brit- 
ish House of Lords: “Such light as has 
been thrown on dark places has shown 
them to be even darker than was sup- 
posed.” Then follows Time’s comment: 
“Last week the darkness proved deeper 
than even the Russians supposed. High- 
ranking officers in the Red army were 
reported to be neglecting their Marx 
and Lenin, and the official army paper 
Red Star felt obliged to issue a warning. 
‘Soviet generals,’ it announced, ‘who fail 
to pursue such studies will lose out in 
assignments to responsible military 
posts.’” That is, Russian officers might 
be in danger of suspecting that Commu- 
nism will not solve all the world’s ills, 
that atheism is a bottomless pit, that 
the freedom of a democracy is better 
than the regime of a dictatorship, that 
love will solve more problems than 
hate, that might does not always make 
right, and that after all there may be 
something to Christianity. Now if the 
champions of all that is opposed to the 
four freedoms must continually saturate 


themselves with the writings of the 
originator and great exponent of their 
system, how much more necessary is 
it for those who “wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principal- 
ities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places” to 
take unto themselves the whole armor 
of God, and to have always at their side 
and know how to use “the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God.” The 
greater the responsibilities God lays 
upon us, the more reason have we to 
obey literally His command to Joshua: 
“This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt medi- 
tate therein day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success” (Josh. 
1:8). After Paul had exhorted Timothy 
to “endure hardness, as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ,” he said to him: “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.” 


x 


|. Messages From Daniel for Our Times 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


Wires LUTHI is a preacher at 
the Oekolampedius House in 
Basel, whose sermons on Amos, 
Habakkuk, John, and Daniel have had 
wide resonance in Germany, Switzer- 
land, and beyond. Those on Daniel have 
gone through thirteen editions in Ger- 
man and have been translatgd into vari- 
ous other languages. Daniel, he tells us, 
is not an extinct volcano but one. in 
eruption. He who thinks he is playing 
with cold lava will find fire. The Lord 
Jesus told us to regard the signs of the 
times. The Book of Daniel was given 
us to quicken perception of these signs. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Now are ye light in the Lord: 
walk as children of light” (Eph. 
5:8). 

















os 





Daniel the prophet is presented to us 
as representative of the Church through 
the ages in. opposition to, and in con- 
tention with, the world spirit. He is 
also the prophet who best reveals Christ 
to us. The chapters of Daniel are there- 
fore here entitled: 


The Captivity of the Church 

The Church Dispensing Mysteries 

The Confessing Church 

The Watching Church 

The Ministering Church 

The Church Triumphant 

The Persecuted Church, etc. 

This is quite different exposition from 
the usual, and very true in spite of the 
difference. The treatment is neither 


chronological nor archeological but evan- 
gelical, with a strong note of contem- 
poraneity. It is complementary to these 
other types of treatment and full of 
both originality and poetical insight. | 
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“Present time and the most distant 
time,” Luthi says, “extend before peoples 
and their- rulers as a somber tunnel, 
Humanity marches through it, full of 
pride and despair, in hopeless darkness. 
But in the midst of this blind humanity 
also marches a multitude who know “by 
books” (Dan, 9:2) that the tunnel has 
an issue and who know who has cut it 
through. They know that some day the 
end will come suddenly and that there, 
at the exit, will be Christ, waiting for 
the nations and their rulers. Until 
that day this latter multitude know by 
“the books” that they live from hour to 
hour on the mercy of God toward sin- 
ners. When that last day arrives, at 
the end of time, they will worship no 
longer in temples made by the hand of 
man. Then will be accomplished the 
sovereign plan of God. 


“And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away .. , and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow 
. . . for the former things are passed 
away” (Rev. 21:1, 4). 

Walter Luthi is a skilled diamond 
cutter. In these chapters he gives us a 
handful of finely shaped and polished 
stones. It is a thankless task to cut 
down diamonds. The best I can do is 
to reproduce three of his restatements 
of Daniel’s narrative, only so far reduc- 
ing them as to retain their vital content. 


I, NEBUCHADNEZZAR’Ss DREAM 


When tyrants have bad dreams, God 
is at work. When Joseph pined in an 
Egyptian dungeon, God freed him by 
sending a dream to trouble Pharaoh. 
When God frightened Nebuchadnezzar 
by dreams, Daniel’s hour had come, for 
Daniel lived at the king’s court as the 
dispenser of God’s secrets. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s “spirit was troubled” 
by the dream which had escaped his 
mémory (Dan. 2). How many today are 
in the same state of mind in view of the 
world events which we have witnessed 
in the last two decades! We have seen 
a world in which events have followed 
each other, now clear as day, now mean- 
ingless as a dream. {It is impossible to 
take the chaos of events and make of 
them a logical whole. 

Yes, we are as that king, and what 
Nebuchadnezzar did in his confusion of 
mind is that which we do also. He called 
to his aid the Chaldeans, the intellectual 
elite of his people and of his age, but 
they could lend no help. We, too, have 
sought out our Chaldeans, the wise, the 
powerful, the experts. They confess 
their impotence. The perplexed king be- 
came impatient. He threatened his elite 
with massacre. It is exactly the course 
that events take. Whether it is a ques- 
tion of revolution from the right or from 
the left, the last human argument is 





This editorial is based on “La Prophétie de 
Daniel et Notre Temips,” by Walter Luthi. 
(Published by Delachaux et Niestlé, S. A., 
Paris 7, France. No English translation.) 
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the fist. When the Chaldeans failed and 
human reason was powerless, the reign 
of violence began. 

And when the incapacity of human 
intelligence is obvious, the hour of the 
secret police sounds. Arioch the chief 
of the king’s guard appears on the scene. 

Daniel is impelled to pray. He unites 
with three others who know the same 
God. In reply comes a night vision. 
When human wisdom falls down the 
divine wisdom rises up. Daniel takes 
the Chaldeans under his protection. He 
tells the king that hé is demanding the 
impossible from men. But there is a 
God in Heaven who is the Master of 
the impossible. 


May 22, 1948 


Then follows the picture of the great 
statue, with metal parts and clay feet, 
and of the stone cut from the mountain. 

It is certain that here is a question 
of real and great powers. The statue 
depicts all the political powers and the 
Satanic schemes which ever break out 
afresh in human history. The vision of 
the image is a clear mirror of the peo- 
ples. It also reflects the image of nations 
as they have appeared to us in recent 
decades. We have seen countries and 
peoples that resemble the head of gold. 
Often have we sung, “The age of gold 
has come, the roses flourish.” But roses 
fade and the wind carries them away. 


(Continued on page 458) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Bibles for the United Nations 


The following letter is of such gen- 
eral interest that it has been thought 
well to share it with Trmes readers. It 
is from Frederick C. Junker, Jr., presi- 
dent of the New York City Camp of the 
Gideons, the well-known Christian Com- 
mercial Men’s Association, of which the 
principal aim is to distribute the Scrip- 
tures and bring men to a saving knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


We have read with great interest 
Dr. Lewis S. Chafer’s article ‘entitled, 
“Why I Believe the Lord’s Coming Is 
Near,” in the April 17th issue of your 
magazine; particularly his reference to 
the Jewish nation and Palestine, 


In this connection we felt your 
readers would be interested in the fact 
that, while the subject of Palestine was 
being discussed by the representatives 
of the various nations gathered at the 
second General Assembly of the United 
Nations at Lake Success, and just prior 
to their decision on this question, a 
copy of God’s Holy Word was placed 
in the hands of the various delegates 
and their attention particularly called 
to what He had to say in connection 
with this great question. 


Attached hereto is a copy of the let- 
ter which accompanied each Bible, 
and you will note therein the Scrip- 
tures dealing with the question of Pal- 
estine to which attention was called. 


By God’s peculiar leading, and in 
an unlooked for and unanticipated 
manner, the opportunity was given to 
the Gideons to present to the delegates 
and alternate delegates of fifty-seven 
member nations of the United Nations, 
348 copies of the Bible printed in four 
different languages, namely, English, 
French, Spanish, and Russian.. Many 
acknowledgments and expressions of 
thanks have been received from the 
recipients, some of whom have been 
prominently mentioned as leaders in 
recent events of world-wide interest. 


We feel that it is not too late to re- 
quest Christians everywhere to pray 
for the influence these Bibles may ex- 
ert in the lives of the recipients and 
in their conduct of national and inter- 
national affairs, and we trust that you 
will pass this request on to your 
readers. 


The letter that accompanied the Bibles, 
and signed by R. H. Muller, president 
of The Gideons International, read in 
part as follows: 


Your Excellency: 

The Gideons International is an or- 
anization of Christian businessmen, 
ounded almost fifty years ago for the 

purpose of distributing the Bible, God’s 
oly Word. 

The New York City Camp of Gideons 
desires to offer a copy of the Bible to 
all representatives and alternate rep- 
resentatives of the fifty-seven nations 
now gathered for the Second Session 
of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. ... 


The Bible sheds much light on pres- 
ent-day problems. At a time, for in- 
stance, when on are being called upon 
to make vital decisions on the future 
of Palestine, we draw your attention 
to some passages of God’s divine reve- 
lation dealing with this question: 
Genesis 12: 1-3; 15; 18; Psalm 122; Isaiah 
62; 63; 65; 66; Zechariah 12:1-6; 14:1- 


The Bible, or portions of it, has been 
translated into over a thousand lan- 
guages and dialects. It has remained 
throughout all ages the Book most 
read. It alone reveals the secret of 
peace* and pees for all nations; 
the secret of salvation and real happi- 
ness for the individual. The Bible 
aims at the root of the problem, the 
individual’s heart. We believe that 
only in the measure that men’s hearts 
are changed can the world as a 
whole find, stability. The Bible has 
uttered many warnings in the past, and 
today it continues to reveal God’s mes- 
sage and caution concerning the future 
Which is largely in your hands. 

For these reasons our organization 
feels that you, Sir, should be in pos- 
session of such a Book at this time, 
and we take great pleasure in present- 
ing to you a personal copy on which 
your name is engraved. 

We wish you God’s blessing and 
guidance in your work and in the 
reading of this most Holy Book, 

Sincerely yours, 
R. H, Muller, | 
President. 
While the news from Palestine is dis- 
turbing, yet the frequent appearance of 
the name of that little country in the 


(Continued on page 468) 
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Shall We Bar the Bible From the Schools? 


The devastating proclamation of secularism 


and atheism made by the Supreme Court 


whole subject of the relation of 
government and religion was pre- 
sented by Dr. W. S. Fleming in “God in 
Our Public Schools,” a book published 
by the National Reform Association of 
ittsburgh in 1942.1 The book is well 
ocumented and presents the history of 
the fight for religious liberty, the prin- 
ciples underlying the Constitution, the 
practices in the various states, and the 
reasons for the progress of the secular- 
ization of our schools. It is abundantly 
proved from previous decisions of the 
Supreme Court and from commor prac- 
tice that the intent of the First Amend- 
ment, and the definition of “sectarian- 
ism,” are altogether contrary to these 
interpretations of the recent Supreme 
Court decision, 


A law is always to be interpreted by 
the intent of the lawmakers. This ques- 
tion of religious liberty was fought out 
first in Virginia, which originally had 
Episcopalianism as almost an established 
religion. The same leaders who won the 
battle in Virginia, Jefferson, Madison, and 
Patrick Henry, were responsible for the 
Federal Amendment. The idea that this 
separation of church and state meant the 
separation of religion from the state 
never entered their minds. They meant 
on the one hand to save America from 
an established church, and om the other 
to keep sectarianism out of the public 
schools. ‘ 


Is the Bible a Sectarian Book? 


The Supreme Court has spoken of 
Protestants, Catholics, and Jews as be- 
ing three “religious sects.” They have 
stated that the purpose of the public 
schools is to give “secular education.” 
They have spoken of the teaching of the 
Bible as “aiding religious groups to 
spread their faith.” They have declared 
that public school buildings should not 
be used for the dissemination of “re- 
ligious doctrines.” In other words, 
they are in danger of interpreting 
the Bible to be a sectarian book, and 
they are interpreting the Christian re- 
ligion and any doctrine connected with 
it as being sectarian and as being con- 
trary to the American Constitution. 
They have put on the one side the 
churches, religion, the Bible, and God. 
On the other side they have put “gov- 
ernment.” No such devastating procla- 
mation of secularism and atheism has 
ever been made before by the high 
court. On the contrary, the Supreme 
Court has declared the very opposite. 


A MASTERLY presentation of this 





2 National Reform Association, 209 Ninth St., 
Pittsburgh, $1.50. 


“A pastor of a church near Los 
Angeles,” writes a Times reader, 
“told of a group where someone 
spoke of what Genesis says. An- 
other of the group, a local high 
school student, said, ‘Maybe I’m 
dumb, but who was Genesis?’ Who 
was to blame for his not knowing? 
How many states bar the Bible from 
schools? How many states bar 
Blackstone from law schools?” Many 
other instances of ignorance of the 
Bible in our schools could be given, 
‘and they show the vital importance 
of permitting. Bible instruction in the 
public schools. This is the second 
article in Dr. McQuilkin’s series on 
the Supreme Court decision in the 
case at Champaign, Ill. 








It has declared that this is a Christian 
nation, in the Trinity Church case, dis- 
cussed later in this article. 

In the Girard Will case, the Supreme 
Court of the United States defined very 
clearly what was meant and what was 
not meant by sectarianism. When 
Stephen Girard left a large sum of 
money to build and sustain a home and 
school for orphan boys in Philadelphia, 
he ordéred that sectarian matters be 
excluded. A case was brought before 
the Supreme Court seeking to break the 
will on the ground that it violated the 
Christian principles of the land. Daniel 
Webster made one of his eloquent ad- 
dresses in favor of breaking the will, 
The high court sustained the will, and 
they sustained it specifically on the basis 
that the exclusion of sectarianism did 
not mean the exclusion of the Bible and 
Christianity. They declared: “Why may 
not the Bible, especially the New Testa- 
ment, be read and taught, as a divine 
revelation, in the college ... its general 
principles expounded, its evidences ex- 
plained, and its glorious principles of 
morality inculcated?” 

The Supreme Court of Colorado has 
declared in an opinion: “A sectarian 
doctrine would then be one peculiar to 
one or more of these sects, as, for ex- 
ample, the doctrine held by Baptists that 
immersion is necessary to valid baptism, 
a practice which many other sects tol- 
erate but do not require. This was the 
view taken by the Supreme Court of 
the United States in the Girard Will 
Case. ... Further, if we are to take the 
argument of the plaintiff that sectarian 
means more than the sects of religion 
and say that it means religious, we must 
push it to its logical limit, and say that 
believers are a sect, and that, in defer- 
ence to atheism, no reference to God 


By ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


President of Columbia Bible College 


may be made, and-this would bar the 
singing of America and the Star Span- 
gled Banner; and if we would say that 
sectarian means religious, we would bar 
not only the greatest of our poets, in- 
cluding Shakespeare and Milton whose 
inspiring messages have a religious basis, 
but the greatest of our orators, Webster, 
Clay and Lincoln. . , . Religion and sec- 
tarian are not synonymous.” A number 
of the state Supreme Courts have made 
the same contention, The distinctions 
are very clear, and yet the opinion of 
this Supreme Court has thrown all of 
these principles into such a confusion 
as we have not hitherto known, 


Declarations of Great Presidents 


Practically every President of the 
United States, along with other great 
leaders, has made declarations which 
contradict the basis of this Supreme 
Court decision. As an example we may 
quote Calvin Coolidge in an address in 
1923 when he was Vice-President: 


“The secular theory of the state can- 
not stand. Unless destroyed it will 
shake this nation to its foundations; no 
nation ever has stood without religion. 
No nation ever will stand without re- 
ligion. If a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without the notice of God, a 
nation cannot stand without His aid. 
And He cannot aid a nation that ignores 
Him. The forms and power of religion 
must permeate the state and be recog- 
nized by it. The public school is one 
place to put religion to make it effective 
in national life.” 


Consider the statements of other Presi- 
dents: 

Thomas Jefferson: “The Bible is the 
cornerstone of liberty.” 

Andrew Jackson: “The Bible is the 
rock on which our republic rests.” 

Ulysses S. Grant: “To this Book we 
are indebted for the progress made in 
our civilization, and to this Book we 
must look as our guide in the future.” 

William McKinley: “The more pro- 
foundly we study this wonderful Book 
and the more closely we observe its di- 
vine precepts, the better citizens we will 
become and the higher will be the des- 
tiny of our nation.” 

Herbert Hoover: “We are indebted to 
the Book of books for our ideals and 
institutions. Their preservation rests in 
adhering to its principles.” 

It is probable that all of the Supreme 
Court justices would agree with what 
these Presidents say concerning’ the 
Bible. But they would declare that the 
place to teach the Bible is in the home 
and in the church. The Supreme Court 
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decision, while ambiguous at several 
points, does seem. to declare for the secu- 
lar view of the state, and speaks as 
though religion belonged to the church 
and that it was, therefore, to be separated 
from “government.” 

The reason for this point of view is to 
avoid a disastrous conflict between Prot- 
estants, Catholics, and Jews. Therefore, 
the conclusion is that if a Jew objects 
to having the New Testament read in 
school, he has the legal right to stop 
the Bible from being read in school, 
Some years ago a teacher was giving an 
address to a gathering sponsored by a 
parent-teachers association. There were 
several thousand present. In the address 
she quoted Negro spirituais which had in 
them a mention of Christ. There were 
four notes sent to the platform, which 
were written by four Jews in the audi- 
ence, who protested that this mention of 
Christ was a departure from the under- 
standing of the parent-teachers associa- 
tion in the matter of religion. The Su- 
preme Court’s solution would seem to be 
that no religious doctrines of any kind 
are to be taught in the schools, and that 
specifically nothing that a Catholic or 
a Jew or an atheist would object to 
may be included. This is tantamount to 
saying that there is-no such thing as 
“Christianity.” There are only sects of 
Christianity. One of them is the Prot- 
estant sect, divided into quite a number 
of sub-sects. Another is the Roman 
Catholic sect; and so far as America is 
concerned, the other is the Jewish sect. 

Where does this reasoning leave us? 
While apparently saving us from unfor- 
tunate religious conflicts, it saves us at 
the price of legalizing all teachings that 
deny God, and leaves religion and the 
Bible completely out. 

Nicholas Murray Butler, formerly 
president of Columbia University, in his 
annual report of 1934, said: “The sepa- 
ration of church and state is funda- 
mental in our American political order. 
But so far as religious instruction is 
concerned, this principle has been so 
far departed from as to put the whole 
force and influence of the tax-supported 
schools on the side of one element of 
the population, namely, that which is 
pagan and believes in no religion what- 
ever.” 

Luther A. Weigle, a noted leader of 
education, as well as & religious leader, 
declared: “The secularization of the 
public education of America has issued 
in a situation fraught with danger. The 
situation is such as to imperil, in time, 
the future of religion among the people, 
and, with religion the future of the 
nation itself. A system of public edu- 
cation that gives no place to religion 
is not in reality neutral, but exerts an 
influence, unintentional though it be, 
against religion.” 

Justice Frankfurter pointed out in his 
opinion that many public men — them- 
selves devoted churchgoers—such as 
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Horace Mann, President Grant, Jere- 
miah Black, and Elihu Root agreed that 
the schools must never be given over 
to the use of any religious group. All 
right-minded Americans would say a 
hearty amen to that view that the 
schools must never be given over to the 
use of any religious group. Does that 
mean that God and the Bible and re- 
ligion must be excluded from the public 
schools? I believe one of the fallacies 
running through the Supreme Court dec- 
laration is the idea that religion or the 
Bible or the truths concerning God can- 
not possibly have any existence except 
as interpreted by “some religious group” 
and therefore unconstitutional in the 
United States of America. 


This confusing use of the word “sec- 
tarian” runs through many of the dis- 
cussions of the Supreme Court decision. 
In a recent issue of a Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist paper there is a picture of Horace 
Mann, who is recognized as the father 
of our American public school system. 
Under the picture is the comment: 
“When our schools were finally secular- 
ized, it was under the leadership of 
Horance Mann, a Massachusetts educa- 
tor of the early nineteenth century.” 
The article, by Agnes E, Meyer, pub- 
lished in this paper, stated: “The secu- 
larization of our schools was a positive 
movement to embody in American edu- 
cation the inter-action of nature and 
spirit, of the real and the ideal, upon 
which both democracy and active Chris- 
tianity depend. . . . It is, thegefore, a 
misunderstanding of the true situation 
to assert that God was banished from 
the public school system when the sects 
were banished. Wherever a human be- 
ing strives upward toward enlighten- 
ment, goodness, and concern for others, 
there the divine will is active.” 


May 22, 1948 


Running through this argument is the 
conception that anything taught by any 
particular Christian body is sectarian. 
The only thing that is not sectarian is 
what an atheist could also believe. But 
this same Horace Mann, who is often 
quoted on the side of keeping religion 
out of the public schools was, as Dr. W.S. 
Fleming points out, “one of the most 
earnest advocates of religion in the 
schools that the nation has produced.” 
Dr. Fleming declares: 

“It is often suggested that he opposed 
religion in the schools and tried to ex- 
clude it therefrom, but the exact of 
posite is the truth. He opposed sectarian 
books that certain financial interests 
sought to get into the school libraries 
and incurred the bitter enmity of those 
interested, but won in the battle. He 
found the Bible being gradually drop- 
ped from the schools and labored ear- 
nestly and succeeded well in getting it 
restored. In several of his annual re- 
ports he gave large space to the subject 
of religion and in the report of 1847 he 
said: ‘Bible in the schools is not ex- 
pressly enjoined by.law, but both its 
letter and its spirit are consonant with 
that use, and, as a matter of fact, I sup- 
pose there is not, at the present time, 
a single town in the commonwealth in 
whose schools it~is not read.’ In his 
final report Mr. Mann wrote: ‘Moral 
education is a primal necessity in social 
existence. The grand result in practical 
morals ... can never be obtained with- 
out religion, and no community will ever 
be religious without a religious educa- 
tion. .. . Had the Board required me to 
exclude either the Bible or religious in- 
struction from the schools, I certainly 
should have given them the earliest op- 
portunity to appoint my successor.’ ” 

(To be continued) 


Unflinching Faithfulness—in Daniel's Day and Ours 


A side light on this week's International Uniform Lesson, ‘‘ Men Who Dared To Stand for God” 


HERE were great stirrings of heart 

among the vast throngs gathered in 
the plain of Dura. A herald had pro- 
claimed that when the music of the 
royal orchestra began, all present were 
to fall down and adore the immense 
golden image which Nebuchadnezzar, 
the imperial potentate before whom 
the whole world trembled, had set up. 
Only a short time before, it was noised 
abroad he had been favored with a spe- 
cial revelation of the course of future 
history in a dream, which had been 
interpreted for him by the Hebrew seer, 
Daniel. In this vision, the monarch had 
beheld a great image of human form, 
composed of four metals—the head of 
gold, the breast and arms of silver, the 
body and thighs of brass, the legs of 
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iron,.and the feet part of iron: and part 
of brittie pottery. So stirred was the king’s 
imagination by this vision that he or- 
dered a replica made of it, but which 
was to be all of gold, with no baser 
metal whatever. To him, it signified the 
god of destiny overruling in the affairs 
of nations. Therefore he summoned all 
the vice-kings and satraps, with their 
armed hosts and retainers, to assemble 
for the dedication of the image. 


Now the gala day had come and the 
field of Dura. was a scene of Oriental 
splendor, such as had seldom, if ever, 
been seen before. In the royal pavilion 
reclined the haughty emperor himself 
and his immediate guards and closest 
ministers. High above all heads towered 


the gleaming statue, blinding the eyes 
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Lesson for June 6 


of those who looked full upon its awe- 
some face-as the fierce rays of the blaz- 
ing sun illumined it. The herald had 
made his proclamation, that when the 
trumpets blared and the music began, 
all present must prostrate themselves 
before the gigantic idol on pain of death 
by fire if any dared to ignore the royal 
command, 


At the given signal, the great throng 
fell down in worship, except for three 
Hebrew youths, who remained upright 
because they remembered the words of 
the law of their God, “Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me. Thoy shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, 
nor any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God.” In the light 
of such a command, these young men 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azaraiah, re- 
fused to heed the king’s order and so 
at once drew the attention of the eyes 
of some who hated them for their very 
virtues and were eager to find some oc- 
casion against them. Renamed by the 
Chaldeans, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, they had been given posi- 
tions of trust under the government and 
advanced beyond many who regarded 
them with contempt as Jewish slaves, 
and therefore unworthy of such recog- 
nition as they had obtained. 


No Mere Bravado or Rebellion 


There is no evidence that these young 
Hebrews retaliated in kind. They went 
calmly on:their way doing their duty 
as they saw it and serving the God of 
their fathers in simplicity and holy con- 
fidence. Because the fear of the Lord 
was in their hearts, there was no place 
for the fear of man that bringeth a 
snare. So when the test came they glo- 
rified God by refusing to worship the 
great image set up by the king, even 
though they realized it might mean a 
cruel and horrible death to disobey the 
royal mandate. Their attitude was not 
one of mere bravado, nor of rebellion 
against the government, but they real- 
ized God’s authority was paramount, and 
where His commands contravened those 
of the king they had no choice but to 
obey God rather than man. - 

So when they were brought before 
Nebuchadnezzar and charged with dis- 
obedience to his edict, they declared 
that they dared not do what they knew 
to be contrary to the will of God. They 
believed that He whom they sought to 
honor would deliver them in danger, 
but they added, “But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O king, that. we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up.” 

Their magnificent courage only served 
to infuriate the king the more against 
them, and he commanded to heat the 
furnace of fire, reserved for those who 
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refused to obey his voice, seven times 
hotter than usual. He had offered to 
give them one more chance, but they 
had refused. 


How brightly their loyalty and de- 
votedness shines out,-and how it puts 
to shame the pusillanimous attitude of 
many today, who profess to love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and yet do not dare 
to stand uncompromisingly for the Word 
of God and the glory of His Son. 


The Presence of the Deliverer 


When the final test came and the 
three youths were cast into the burning 
furnace, so intense was the heat that it 
overcame the men who hurled them into 
the flames. But it wrought no harm 
upon the faithful witnesses to the true 
and living God. When the astounded 
king looked into the burning inferno, he 
cried’ out in amazement, “Did not we 
cast three men into the midst of the 
fire? Behold, I see a fourth with them 
who is like a son of the gods.” He knew 
not that this was, indeed, the prein- 
carnate Son of God, who had come to 
the deliverance of those who had wit- 
nessed so nobly for Him, | 

Called forth, the three Hebrews were 
found to be unscathed. All that the 
fire had done to them was to burn off 
their bonds, so that they walked out as 
free men. Overcome by the wonder of 
it all, Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged the 
greatness and power of the God of Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and pro- 
nounced a judgment upon all who should 
revile Him or fail to recognize His great- 
ness and glory. 

Thus had God caused the wrath of 
man to praise Him, and the remainder 
of wrath He had restrained. So shall 
it ever be when the enemies of the truth 
deal contemptuously with those who 
stand firmly for the testimony of God 
as given in His holy Word. Yet many 
today, who know the folly of worshiping 
false gods, bow before human opinion, 
cringe before wealth, and in reality deny 
the God they profess to adore, by truck- 
ling to the present order and fearing 
to stand uncompromisingly for that 
which they know to be right, 

In Daniel we see another instance of 
unwavering allegiance to the truth in 
spite of the machinations of scheming 
tricksters who had combined to intimi- 
date or else destroy him. Having per- 
suaded the weak King Darius to sign a 
decree forbidding that prayer should be 
offered to any other than himself for a 
period of a full month, upon pain of 
being cast into a den of lions for dis- 


obedience, they spied on the Hebrew . 


prophet to see whether he would act in 
accordance with the infamous edict, or 
would dare to defy it. They had long 
sought to find some cause of complaint 
against him that they could report to 
the king in order to bring about his 
downfall, but had had to confess, “We 
shall not find any occasion against-this 
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Daniel, except we find it against him 
concerning the law of his God.” 

Evidently, they knew the uncompro- 
mising attitude he took as to prayer to 
the God of Israel, and so they hoped to 
get rid of him by seeing him cast to 
the ravenous beasts. 

We are told that “when Daniel knew 
that the writing was signed, he went 
into his house; and his windows being 
open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, 
he kneeled upon his knees three times 
a day and prayed, and gave thanks be- 
fore his God, as he did aforetime.” 
Notice the last four words. It was not 
ostentation on Daniel’s part that led him 
thus to pray. He did not do this to be 
seen of men. He was not courting per- 
secution, or seeking to pose as a martyr. 
He ‘simply did what he was accustomed 
to do. He prayed, as Solomon had sug- 
gested in his own prayer at the dedica- 
tion of the Temple: 

“If they sin against thee, (for there 
is no man which sinneth not,) and thou 
be angry with them, and deliver them 
to the enemy, so that they carry them 
away captives unto the land of the 
enemy, far off or near; yet if they be- 
think themselves in the land whither 
they were carried captives, and repent, 
and make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them captives, 
saying, We have sinned, and have done 
perversely, we have committed wicked- 
nesses; and so return unto thee with 
all their heart, and with all their soul, 
in the land of their enemies, which led 
them away captive, and pray unto thee 
toward their land, which thou gavest 
unto their fathers, the city which thou 
hast chosen, and the house which I have 
built for thy name: Then hear thou their 
prayer and their supplication in heaven 
thy dwelling place, and maintain their 
cause, and forgive ‘thy people that have 
sinned against thee” (1 Kings 8:46-50). 


Daniel’s Identification With His People 


Daniel knew that it was because of 
the sin of his people they were captives 
among the Gentiles. He took his place 
with them in confession and repentance, 
and he cried to God to intervene in His 
lovingkindness and me@y. The signing 
of the decree forbidding prayer to God 
did not cause him to alter his regular 
custom. Regardless of the machinations 
of his enemies he continued to do as he 
did aforetime, and he left the conse- 
quences with God. 

One can easily visualize the crafty 
counselors spying upon the faithful 
prophet. When they had abundant evi- 
dence that Daniel had refused to obey 
the royal command and had dared “to 
continue to invoke the God of the He- 
brews, they hastened to Darius to bring 
their charges of disobedience before 
him. 

Now for the first time the king freal- 
ized how he himself had been tricked. 
When he attached his seal to the decree 
forbidding prayer to anyone but him- 
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self for a limited period, he failed to 
understand the effect this would have 
upon a loyal servant like Daniel, whose 
ability he valued highly. Distressed to 
find how he had unwittingly endangered 
the life of his prime minister (for such 
Daniel was), he sought in vain to find 
some legal way to circumvent the carry- 
ing out of the penalty provided in the 
decree. But the cunning ministers of 
state insisted on the unalterable char- 
acter of the laws of the Medes and Per- 
sians. The king might make or ratify 
these laws, but he could not annul them. 
Thus Daniel’s case seemed hopeless and 
Darius was perturbed greatly, though 
the prophet himself was quite undis- 
turbed. He knew God, and he had com- 
mitted his case to Him; therefore he had 
no fear, either of his crafty human foes 
or of the hungry lions. He passed the 
night restfully in the midst of the wild 
beasts, for he knew he was under the 
care of Omnipotence. 


With Darius, it was far otherwise. 
After giving sentence that Daniel should 
be cast into the den, he spent the night 
in deepest distress. He had declared 
that the God of Daniel was able to de- 
liver His servant, but he feared lest He 
might not exert Himself on Daniel’s be- 
half. Early in the morning he made his 
way to the mouth of the den and cried, 
saying, “O Daniel, servant-of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest 
continually, able to deliver thee from 
the lions?” To his intense relief an 
answer came back in the affirmative. 
The prophet declared, “My God hath 
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, that they have not hurt me, 
forasmuch as before him innocency was 
found in me; and also before thee, O 
king, have I done no hurt.” 


Relieved to find his premier had not 
been injured, Darius commanded that 
he should be drawn up out of the den, 
and then in terrible justice he ordered 
that Daniel’s accusers should be cast in, 
and they were torn in pieces by the 
lions as they reached the bottom of the 
den. So the proverb had been demon- 
strated whic says, “The righteous is 
delivered out of trouble, and the wicked 
cometh in his stead” (Prov. 11:8). 


As we read the record, we may well 
challenge our own hearts as to whether 
we have stood as faithfully for the testi- 
mony of the Lord in our day as Daniel 
did in his. C, H. Spurgeon said in his 
quaint way, that he used to think it a 
great miracle that the lions did not de- 
vour Daniel, but, the more he considered 
it, the less of a miracle did it seem! 
“For how,” he asked, “could the lions 
have eaten him when the most of him 
was grit and the rest was all backbone?” 
It is this loyalty to conviction, this in- 
tensity in standing for righteousness, 
that is so sadly lacking with many of us 
today. 


And it is because of oir weakness and 
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our being so subservient to the spirit 
of the age that the church often seems 


so powerless in the presence of its foes. 


May God give us to cleave to Him with 
purpose of heart and to refuse to own 
the claims of the world, and of the flesh 
and the Devil, recognizing that we have 
died to all of these in the cross of Christ. 
It is not for those redeemed by His blood 
to yield to the spirit of this present evil 
age, but rather to stand fast in the lib- 
erty that is ours in Christ, while refus- 
ing to own the authority of the prin- 
ciples by which men live who do not 
know a Saviour’s love, nor the power 
of the Holy Spirit to lift above the things 
of earth! 

CHICAGO, 

ve 


The Christian Nurses’ Fellowship 


é6<¢7J° HERE was a time,” says a nurse, 

* “when I felt secure enough in be- 
lieving in the Golden Rule and in God 
...- Then came a time of uncertainty 
for her; a time of probing by the Holy 
Spirit. She continues: “During this 
period the Christian Nurses’ Fellowship 
gave one of their annual banquets in 
Chicago. I remember being moved by 
the love of God talked of in the message; 
I was also moved by the love and Chris- 
tian fellowship of the group and I longed 
for the ‘inner light’ they all had. At- 
tending a regular meeting of the group 
later, I was thrilled again at the joy 
these nurses possessed, and became more 
desirous to know their ‘secret.’ All this 
time it was in John 3:16, ... but alone 
I had been too blind to grasp the scope 
and power of this promise !” 

So testifies one nurse led of the Holy 
Spirit to see and to accept God’s salva- 
tion for her through His instrument, 
the Christian Nurses’ Fellowship. To- 
day countless other nurses rejoice in 
their salvation, and they continually 
praise God for the faithful witness given 
them by this Fellowship. 

The Christian Nurses’ Fellowship, or- 
ganized nationally this year, does for 
student and graduate nurses what the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship does 
for university and college students. The 
purpose of the Nurses’ Fellowship is 
“to know Him and make Him known.” 
It organizes daily prayer groups, weekly 
Bible classes, and monthly study 
and fellowship gatherings in hospitals 
and nursing schools. The Fellowship is 
autonomous in matters of policy and in 
its governing committee, but related in 
finance and in aims to the Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship. A full-time staff member, 
Miss Alvera Anderson, has been ap- 
pointed to visit existing groups, encour- 
aging them in their witness, and to visit 
nurses outside of the Fellowship, show- 
ing them how to establish Bible study 
classes and monthly meetings of all hos- 
pital groups in one area. 

In Chicago, 17 schools of nursing have 
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their own Christian Nurses’ Fellowship 
meetings weekly. Many areas have in- 
dividual groups in hospitals, but no area 
meetings. 


One opportunity for witness that the 
Fellowship has seized for this summer is 
participation in the Biennial Convention 
of the three national organizations of 
nursing: the American Nurses’ Associa- 
tion, the National Organization of Pub- 
lic Health Nurses, and the National 
League of Nursing Education. The Con- 
vention meets May 31 to June 4 in Chi- 
cago at the Stevens Hotel. The Chris- 
tian Nurses’ Fellowship will have a 
booth with Christian literature provid- 
ing an opportunity for a positive Chris- 
tian testimony. 

The Fellowship will also sponsor a 
dinner for Christian nurses at 6.30 p.m., 
June 3, at the Hamilton Hotel in Chi- 
cago. Nurses may secure reservations 
at the Fellowship booth. 


“To make Him known” requires grace, 
wisdom, knowledge, and zeal. Today the 
Christian nurses are looking to Him for 
the fulfillment of His promises as they 
witness. They look to Christian friends, 
too, for prayer and for financial fellow- 
ship. Victories follow prayer. Bless- 
ings follow giving. Any friends who 
are interested in having a part in this 
testimony are invited to write the head- 
quarters: The Christian Nurses’ Fellow- 
ship, Room 1224, 64 West Randolph St., 
Chicago 1. 

we 


Messages From Daniel for 
Our Times 
(Continued from second page) 


So the head of fine gold on the feet of 
clay is broken by a stone. We still see 
countries, peoples, and races of iron 
and have heard them sing, “The God 
who made iron wants not slaves” 
(Koerner’s German student song). But 
the stone that detached itself without 
human aid has broken the race of iron 
also. Whether they be of iron or brass, 
of silver or gold, all stand on feet of 
clay and, when struck by the stone, 
never rise again. ' 

We have seen this stone unloosed and 
heard its rollings across the world. And 
we have seen it not merely as spectators. 
Each of us has his little kingdom. Our 
private domains, our capital, our invest- 
ments, gold or clay—it matters little, 
have they not all been shaken by the 
stone that rolls across the decades? It 
is;not only a question of dreams. This 
stone of divine judgment rolls over our 
epoch, too. 

But God be praised, this is not all. 
The stone of judgment has a divine end. 
It does not roll blindly and accidently. 
Our little kingdoms of silver and gold 
and clay are destroyed, bitter as it seems 
to us, but it is only to clear a place for 


(Continued on page 468) 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 6. MEN WHO DARED TO STAND FOR GOD | 
Daniel 3 and 6; printed text, 3:4-7, 13-18; 6:10 
Golden Text.—Be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.—Dan. 3:18 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Dan. 3:4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, 
O people, nations, and languages, 

5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall 
down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king hath set up: 

6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same 
hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound 
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of 
musick, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down 
and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
had set up. 


13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to 
bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
these men before the king. 

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, 
nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of 


the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I 
have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same 
hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that 
God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the 
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter. 

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. 

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast 
set up. 


Chap. 6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, 
he went into his house; and his windows being open in his 
chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times 
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


To NEBUCHADNEZZAR, the des- 
potic ruler of the Babylonian world- 
empire, God had given a vision 
setting forth the course of the “times 
of the Gentiles,” to be superseded by the 
manifested Kingdom by God (Dan. 2). 
Evidently the image seen in the vision 
made a great impression upon the cruel 
and haughty monarch’s mind. He caused 
a similar image, all of gold and of great 
height, to be set up in an exposed plain 
and called upon all to worship it. The 
three Hebrew youths, called, by the Chal- 
deans, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, refused to bow in reverence be- 
fore the image and so were condemned 
to a terrible death by being cast alive 
into a vast furnace of terrific heat. To 
them it made no difference whether they 
died or lived: they would not disobey 
the Law of God at the command of the 
king. Miraculously they were deliv- 
ered and came forth from the ordeal 
alive and unharmed. Thus God honored 
their faithfulness. 

In Daniel’s case, some years later, after 
the Chaldean Empire had been over- 
thrown by the Persians, he refused to 
own the legality of a man-made edict 
forbidding to pray to any God save 
Darius, the king. He knew well that he 
took his life in his hands by openly dis- 
obeying this unrighteous law, but he, 
too, counted upon the living God to 
undertake for him, and was delivered 
in a marvelous way. 

Both of-these incidents are designed 
to strengthen faith and to encourage us 


in the attitude of devotion to God and 
faithfulness to His Word, no matter what 
opposition we may be called upon to 
face. For He “is faithful that promised” 
(Heb. 10:23), and He will never leave 
or forsake those who honor Him (1 Sam. 
2:30). 


The Historical Setting 


Daniel was a Jewish youth who with 
others was carried captive to Babylon 
in the days of Jehoiakim, king of Judah. 
These young men were specially trained 
for government service. They remained 
faithful to the God of their fathers when 
exposed to grave temptations. They 
lived in the latter part of the seventh 
and the first part of the sixth centuries 
before Christ, 


Verse by Verse 


Dan. 3:4—“Then an herald cried 
aloud.” Nebuchadnezzar had set up a 
golden image, evidently symbolizing im- 
perial power, in the plain of Dura, and 
had gathered all the leading officials of 
the empire for a great ceremony of dedi- 
cation and adoration. A duly-appointed 
herald gave the king’s message to the 
assembled multitude. 

Verse 5.—“At what time ye hear the 
sound of the cornet ... and all kinds of 
musick, ye fall down and worship the 
golden image.” None were exempted, 
though apparently for some reason Dan- 
iel was not present on this occasion. 
As the*music sounded with its impres- 
sive impact on the hearts and minds of 
the throng, they were to prostrate them- 
‘Selves before the massive idol and wor- 
ship it. 

Verse 6.—“Whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall ... be cast into... 
a burning fiery furnace.” False religion 


is intolerant, as a rule, of the conscien- 
tious views of any dissenters. The king 
sought to impose the new system of idol- 
atry upon all his subjects, thus uniting 
them in one universal form of religion. 

Verse 7.—“Therefore , . . all the people 
..- fell down and worshipped the golden 
image.” At the sound of the great or- 
chestra the entire throng fell prostrate 
before the image, so far as could be at 
first discerned. But certain sharp eyes 
detected three men who failed to obey 
the royal command and remained on 
their feet when the rest fell down in 
adoration. 


Verse 13.—“Nebuchadnezzar in his rage 
and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego.” Forgetting 
all the past service of these young He- 
brews, the king was incensed against 
them because of their refusal to bow in 
idolatrous worship. He summoned them 
into his presence in order to reprimand 
them and to give them another oppor- 
tunity to do as the rest of the multitude 
had done, but he little realized the moral 
and spiritual fiber of these young men. 

Verse 14.—“Is it true ... do not ye 
serve my gods?” The question was so 
put that there was no room for evasive 
answers. They were put on their mettle, 
as it were, and were called upon to an- 
swer in a way that could only in- 
criminate them from the royal viewpoint. 

Verse 15.—“Now if ye be ready ... 
and... ye fall down and worship the 
image... ; well: but if ye worship not.” 
Two alternatives were put clearly be- 
fore them. They must worship the image 
or be consumed in the fire. How often 
since have God’s faithful witnesses been 
exposed to a similar test! Vainglori- 
ously the angry, vengeful monarch asked, 


” 
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with a sneer on his cruel face, “Who is 
that God that shall deliver you out of 
my hands?” He was soon to find out; 
and that in a most unexpected manner. 


Verse 16.—“We are not careful to an- 
swer thee in this matter.” On the part 
of these brave young men there was no 
anxiety as to the outcome of the test, 
Their confidence was in the God of Is- 
rael, whose power to deliver had been 
proved by His afflicted people over and 
over again, 


Verse 17.—“If it be so, our God whom 
we serve:is able to deliver us.” They 
put their case in His hands, confident 
He would do what was best for them. 
Theirs was a sublime faith, and their 
answer manifested their unbounded re- 
liance on God’s omnipotence, wisdom; 
and love. 


Verse 18—“If not ... we will not 
serve thy: gods.” Even though they 
might have to die because of their stand, 
they would not deviate from the path of 
faithfulness to the divine command for- 
bidding all image worship. The result 
proved that their trust in Jehovah was 
well-founded, for in the final result they 
were delivered even after the king’s 
threat had been carried out, 


Chap. 6:10.—“When Daniel knew that 
the writing was signed . . . he kneeled 
upon his knees... and prayed... as 
he did aforetime.” Daniel’s greatest 
testing came when certain evil and crafty 
men persuaded the weak king, Darius, 
to sign an edict forbidding that, for a 
certain period, prayer should be ad- 
dressed to anyone but himself. The pen- 
alty for disobedience was that the one 
so apprehended should be cast into a 
den of lions. Knowing all this, Daniel 
followed his customary method of fall- 
ing on his knees before a window opened 
toward Jerusalem, and praying to the 
only true God three times daily. When 
discovered and arrested, he accepted the 
penalty without complaint and was de- 
livered from the power of the savage 
beasts, as the other three from the fiery 
furnace. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Obedience to God may bring suffering 
and persecution, but the Lord will never 
forsake those who are true to Him. He 
does not intervene in every case to save 
from death, but death itself is for the 
child of God but the entrance into eter- 
nal glory. Where there is loyalty to 
Christ and His revealed Word, He can 
be depended upon to give all needed 
grace and strength in the hour of test- 
ing. 
Lesson Outline 

1. The royal command (Dan. 3:4-7) 

2. The fearless dissenters (vs. 13-18) 

3. The faithful prophet (chap. 6:10) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Prophetic Significance, Careful stu- 
dents of Bible prophecy will recognize, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. May 30.—Daniel Stands By His 
Convictions (Temperance Lesson). 
Daniel 1 
Next Week’s Lesson 
11, June 13.—Esther’s Zeal for Her 
People . 








in the two incidents brought before us 
‘in this lesson, very ‘striking pictures of 
what the Jewish remnant will be ex- 
posed to as the days of the Great Tribu- 
lation (Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21), the time 
of Jacob’s trouble, when he (that is, the 
remnant) shall be saved out of it (Jer. 
30:7). The worship of the image sug- 
gests the abomination of desolation to 
be set up in the last days (Matt. 24: 
15), and the attitude of Darius aptly 
illustrates the pretensions of the Anti- 
christ, who will claim spiritual author- 
ity over all men (2 Thess. 2:3-8). Dan- 
iel and his friends manifested the same 
spirit that will be seen in the remnant 
in that time of trouble. 


Summaries and Applications 


The unflinching, courage of the three 
Hebrew youths and of Daniel himself 
may well excite our admiration and 
cause us to challenge our own hearts as 
to our attitude when put in a place of 
severe testing. 

Spurgeon once said that he had 
thought it a great miracle that Daniel 
was not devoured by the lions, but later 
he declared he was “not surprised that 
the lions did not eat him, for, how could 
they when he was mostly grit and the 
rest of him was all backbone !” 

There can be no compromise between 
obedience to God and the service of sin 
and Satan. We are called to take a defi- 
nite stand one way or the other, 

Daniel did not put on a special display 
in order to court persecution. He sim- 
ply,did as had been his custom and was 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, lil. 


HAT sort of motives probably inspired 
Nebuchadnezzar to summon his whole 
dominion, through their representa- 
tives, to worship? 
2. How do politics enter here? 


3. What part did selfishness play in the 
king’s religious zeal? 

4, Did the ‘image represent some special 
god? 

5. What significance can be attached to the 
music? 

6. What tempest is evident in the mind of 
Nebuchadnezzar regarding the three youths? 

7. Compare the attitude of Nebucfadnez- 
zar toward the three and that of Darius 
toward Daniel. 


8. Were the three youths expecting a. 


miraculous deliverance? 


9. Where was Daniel when his companions 
took their stand? 


10. What difference did the decree of 
Darius make in Daniel’s prayer habits? 


(Answers on page 466) 


May 22, 1948 
prepared for whatever the results might 
be 


That blessed fourth One, who walked 
in the furnace with the three faithful 
Hebrews, will be with all who take a 
stand for His truth, whatever circum- 
stances they may have to face. 

CHICAGO, 

ve 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God; our Heavenly Father, who hast 
blessed us all our days with Thy good 
gifts and Thy patient love, we thank 
Thee for this privilege of drawing nigh 
unto Thee and gathering for the study 
of Thy Word. Great has been Thy faith- 
fulness unto us, O Lord; make us faith- 
ful unto Thee. As Thcu didst support 
the three men of whom we are studying 
today and didst help them to be true 
to Thee, strengthen us also. that what- 
ever the tests that come to us, we may 
be true and faithful. We ask healing 
for the sick in mind or body, provision 
for such as are in need, strength for 
the tempted, guidance for the perplexed, 
We pray for Thy Word to be taken to 
all who know it not, and for the needed 
workers to be raised up and the needed 
funds provided to serve Thy cause in 
all the earth. Give to us and to all 
nations wise and righteous rulers, and 
let the love of good and the practice 
of righteousness flourish among us. Give 
us each a blessing from Thy Word to- 
day, and make this a week bright with 
Thy presence for us all, in Jesus Christ’s 
name: Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you realized 
that it is better to die than to sin? The 
three brave men of our lesson knew 
that. Commanded to join in heathen 
worship or die, they said, “Our God is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we will 


AITHFUL IN soce" 


not serve thy gods, nor worship - the 
golden image which thou hast set up.” 
I like that “if not.” They knew God 
could deliver them in this great peril. 
They believed that He would deliver 
them, but if not, still they would not 
disobey Him. They were ready ‘to die 
rather than sin. 


If we were ever faced with such a 
choice, would we choose to die rather 
than sin? The answer is that we would 
most likely do just what we have made 
it our habit to do about obeying God. 
We would do under the big test just 
what we have been doing under the little 
tests that come to us. “He that is faith- 
ful in that which is least is faithful also 
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Lesson for June 6 


in much.” Do we hide our colors as 
Christians sometimes for fear of being 
criticized or laughed at? Do we join 
in things that are wrong because every- 
body else seems to be doing them, and 
we are afraid to be different? If peo- 
ple have been willing to die rather than 
sin, surely we can be laughed at rather 
than sin. Surely we can stand criticism, 
or loss of popularity, or even the loss 
of our job, if needful, to be true to God. " 
If we cannot stand these lesser tests of 
our loyalty to God when they come, we 
shall never stand the bigger tests. But 
if we daily ask God’s help to be true to 
Him just where we are, the habit’ of 
putting God first will become ours, and 
then whatever the test, small or great, 
we shall come through victoriously by 
the help and blessing of God. 
VANcouveR, B, C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then an herald cried aloud, To you 
it is commanded, O people, nations, and 
languages, that at what time ye hear 
the sound of ... all kinds of musick, 
ye fall down and worship the golden 
image” (Dan. 3:4, 5).— Music is one of 
life’s extras, given to us by God. We 
could exist without music, but it was 
not the intention of God that we should. 
Music was first used to glorify God. 
“The morning stars sang together, and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy,” 
when the foundations of the earth were 
laid. (Job 38:7). 

It was ordained of God that music be 
used in His worship and service. “The 
trumpeters and singers were as one, to 
make one sound to be heard in prais- 
ing and thanking the Lord .. . Saying, 
For he is good; for his mercy endureth 
for ever” (2 Chron. 5:11-13; Psa. 150). 

Satan, the imitator, introduced music 
into his sphere of activity to cheer man 
in his departure from God (Gen, 4:21). 
He has desecrated music to base pur- 
poses, and delights to use it as the sig- 
nal for all to fall down and worship 
the golden image —as in the portion of 
Scripture under consideration. 

An incident is related about Robert 
Harkness in this connection which is 
very apropos. One of the state societies 
of Los Angeles was holding its annual 
reunion. Three thousand people had 
gathered in a beautiful grove, and had 
partaken of a hearty lunch. The presi- 
dent of the society announced that a 
musical program would be given. 

Robert Harkness, the well-known 
Christian pianist, then rendered a few 
numbers of old sacred melodies with 
variations, which were received with 
enthusiasm. Then the president an- 
nounced that three young women would 
perform a special dance, and asked Mr, 
Harkness to play for them, 
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Much to the president’s surprise and 
chagrin, he received a polite negative 
reply. The president appeared before 
the throng and announced that Mr. 
Harkness had refused to play. Mr. 
Harkness arose and said: “My reason 
for not playing for the dance is simply 
that my talent is not my own. It is de- 
voted wholly to the service of Christ.” 
We would that all musical talent were 
devoted wholly to the service of our 
worthy Lord Jesus Christ, 


“And whoso falleth not down and wor- 
shippeth shall the same hour be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace” 
(Dan. 3:6).—What a challenge — espe- 
cially to Israelites who were in captiv- 
ity in Babylon! They knew the com- 
mandment of God which said, “Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them [i.e., 
images], nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God” (Exod. 20:5). 

Is our confession of Christ sufficiently 
real to stand a life-or-death test? Dr. 
B. Olmstead tells of a certain group of 
supposed Christians who were studying 
about Bible martyrs when the question 
arose as to whether they would recant 
in order to save their lives. One woman 
spoke up and said, “Don’t be silly; of 
course I would recant”; and looking 


The Test Of Yesherde 
“NEBUCHADNEZZAR-- COMMANDED- 





worship nob, ye shall be cast the 
same hour into the midst of a 
burning fiery fornaca. 
“SHADRACH , MESHACH, AND 
ABED-NEGO. ANSWERED ---- 
OURGOD WHOMWE.SERVE IS ABLE TO 
DELIVER US from the burning fiey 
furnace.-- But if not, beit hnown 
-- that we will not serve thy gods , 
nor worship the golden image. 


(DAN. 3 213-18.) 
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around at the others and knowing the 
superficiality of their professions, added, 


~“and so would you!” 


Had that woman been in China during 
the Boxer uprising she would have wit- 
nessed many scenes reminiscent of Bible 
times. Dr. D, J. Fleming says the Boxers 
captured a mission school, blocked all 
gates but one, placed a cross prostrate 
in front of it, and sent in word that any- 
one who trampled on that cross went 
free, but that anyone who stepped 
around it would be immediately killed. 
, The first seven students trampled on 
the cross, and went free. The eighth, 
a girl, knelt before the cross, rose, and 
went on to be shot. All the rest in a 
line of a hundred students followed her 
example. 

In 1900 thirty thousand such Chinese 
converts chose death rather than deny 
their Lord, 

“Who is that God that shall deliver 
you out of my hands?” (Dan, 3:15.)—It 
is an extremely dangerous thing to chal- 
lenge the living God! 

Faithful Words magazine vouches for 
the following incident as strictly ac- 
curate. A notorious infidel in the height 
of his folly challenged God, if such a 
Being existed, to fight him in a certain 
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forest. The day came, and he went de- 
fiantly to the wood, and remained a cer- 
tain time, and, returned jubilantly home, 
apparently all right, ’ 


But while in the wood, a tiny midge 
alighted on his eyelid, which he brushed 
away, paying no attention to it. At night 
it swelled up, and blood poisoning set 
in, and in four days he died! 

“Our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us ... and he will deliver us 
... but if not, be it known unto thee, 
O king, that we will not serve thy gods” 
(vs. 17, 18).—Exploits are accomplished 
by those who really know God, (Dan. 
11:32.) Chrysostom of Constantinople, 
threatened and finally exiled by the 
Empress Euxodia, stated in a sermon at 
the time of his banishment: “What 
can,I fear? Will it be death? But you 
know that Christ is my life. Will it be 
exile? But the earth and all its fulness 
is the Lord’s. Will it be loss of wealth? 
But we brought nothing into this world 
and can carry nothing out. Thus all 
the terrors of the world are contemptible 
in my eyes, and I smile at all its good 
things. Poverty I do not fear. Riches 
I do not sigh for. Death I do not shrink 
from, and. life I do not desire to save 
only for the progress of souls. And so 
if they banish me, I shall be like Eli- 
jah! If they throw me in the mire, like 
Jeremiah. If they plunge me in the sea, 
like the Prophet Jonah! If into the pit, 
like Daniel! If they stone me, it is 
Stephen I shall resemble! John, the 
forerunner, if they cut off my head! 
Paul if they beat me with stripes ! Isaiah, 
if they saw me asunder !” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, of all the stalwart serv- 

ants of God pictured in the Bible, 
here are three who stand out upon the 
horizon like great mountain peaks in the 
Rockies. They appear in only three short 
chapters of the Book of Daniel, but their 
appearance is as a brilliant flash of 
heroic faith, etching a picture upon God’s 
indestructible Word which will never 
be effaced. Their Hebrew names were 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, each 
having a meaning with God in it; but 
the Persians renamed them Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, interpreted as 
having to do with the worship of Nebo, 
the moon goddess and their heathen 
deities, which names and interpretations 
these three stalwarts proceeded to re- 
pudiate by their lives. 

All that we know of them is contained 
in six verses of Daniel 1, in two verses 
of chapter 2, and in nineteen verses of 
chapter 3. But it is sufficient; for in that 
brief account we have a record of the 
finest, highest type of faith in God, with 
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a dramatic climax, that is unsurpassed 
in all history, sacred or profane, 


I sometimes wonder about the lives of 
these three men after they calmly step- 
ped forth from the fiery furnace; they 
were already heads of departments in 
the kingdom, but the king further pro- 
moted them. I would like to step into 
their places of business and watch them 
as they dealt with men. I would like 
to drop into their homes in the evening 
and sit around the fireside with them as 
they rested with their families. I would 
surely like to have seen them reading 
the king’s unique proclamation extolling 
the greatness and power of their God, 
and threatening to “cut in pieces” any 
(Persians or foreigners) who might dare 
to “speak any thing amiss against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego,” and to make their houses a “dung- 
hill.” My ! what a revolution was caused 
by three hard-headed, trusting servants 
of Almighty God! They spun Nebuchad- 
nezzar around like @ turnstile. 


Fellows, do not fail to read every 
word of that third chapter. I wonder 
why the lesson committee left verses 
19 to 30 out of the lesson text, because 
there is where you get the most amazing 
point in the story. There is where you 
see these three intrepid Jews walking in 
a furnace of blazing, intense heat and, 
through the astounded king’s eyes, a 
fourth, who is none other than the Son 
of God, Himself. There you see pros- 
trate upon the pavement in front of the 


fiery furnace the charred bodies of the , 


big huskies of Nebuchadnezzar’s army, 
who had bden assigned the task of cast- 
ing the men into the fire. There you 
stand with the king and his “princes, 
governors, and captains, and the king’s 
counsellors, being gathered together” 
and see these men calmly walking in 
the flames, “upon whose bodies the fire 
had no power, nor was an hair of their 
head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire” on them! 


They believed God who through the 
prophets had promised His protection in 
any test that might come. More than 
100 years before this, God had spoken 
through the Prophet Isaiah, saying: 
“Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I 
have called thee by thy name; thou 
art mine. When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not; 
overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour” 
(Isa, 43:1-3). And Jesus Christ canfe 
down to walk alongside His servants in 
their test. That was just like Him! 

- There is space left here for only one 
point, fellows, but it is a big one. It is 
the promptness and the definiteness with 
which the three men accepted the chal- 
lenge and met the threat of the king. 
Nebuchadnezzar told them that the fur- 
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nace heat had been intensified seven 
times, and either they must bow down 
to the golden image which he had set 
up—or else! “And who is that God 
that shall deliver you out of my hands?” 
They answered, To the fiery furnace we 
go, and “our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us.” Suppose they had 
hesitated; asked for time to think it over, 
and had decided that it “would be best 
for the cause” to compromise with the 
king. Think what they would have 
missed: not only the wonderful experi- 
ence of walking through flame unsinged 
and causing the king to make a com- 
plete reversal, but also having Christ 
come and walk with them, and being a 
convincing witness to all Babylonia to 
the supremacy of Almighty God. Think 
of what you and all the Christian world 
would have missed in the strength and 
inspiration of the incident. 

When you face a test for Jesus Christ, 
fellows, do not hesitate, but walk right 
into it. “He who hesitates is lost,” is a 
saying that often holds true. It gives 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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the Devil am opening to show by many 
logical reasons why you had better not 
attempt it. Just remember this: God 
will never call upon you to do anything 
in which He will not see you through 
—and gloriously ! 
Aucusta, GA, 
vw 


My Class of Girls 

By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Courace To Put Gop First 

Addressed to Teachers 


HE ability to read the Bible aloud, 

distinctly, giving the meaning and 
making it interesting is something that 
we want to develop in every girl in our 
classes. I want every member of my 
class of girls to become a Sunday school 
teacher unless the Lord comes first, If 
our girls can learn to make the Bible 
itself interesting to children, they will 
have taken a long step toward becoming 
Sunday school teachers, 

Today’s lesson is particularly adapted 
to this. At least a week ahead of time 
ask one of the girls to prepare to read 
Daniel 3. Tell her to read the chapter 
carefully and prayerfully until she can 
just see the whole scene. Then tell her 
to read it aloud many times, trying to 
make the scene more vivid to her im- 
aginary hearers each time. If possible 
have a private practice with her, giving 
a few hints and perhaps reading parts 
for her. 

Here are a few suggestions: Read 
slowly and say every word distinctly. 
Change your voice for each speaker. 
Use the voice of an announcer for the 
part the herald cried aloud, verses 4-6. 

Read the words of the Chaldeans 
pompously from verses 9-11, then read 
verse 12 accusingly. Read Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s words angrily in verse 14, the 
first half of verse 15 slowly and impres- 
sively, pausing after the word “well,” 
then the last part in a low, threatening 
tone. 
Meshach, and Abed-nego confidently, 
Verse 17 should be very slow and em- 
phatic, and verse 18 should carry all 
the decision of which you are capable. 

Increase the tempo of your reading 
for verses 19 to 23 so that it will express 
action. But read slowly enough so that 
your hearers can get every word. Pause 
a minute after verse 23. Read the first 
part of verse 24 faster. Make Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s question as alarmed as you can. 
Give the counselor’s reply calmly. They 
do not seem to have been paying atten- 
tion to the furnace. 

Express the amazement felt by the 
king ir verse 25, letting as much of his 
awe as possible get into your voice for 
the last statement. Call the men out of 
the furnace loudly, but still keep that 
fear in your voice. 

The rest of verse 26 and 27 should 
be read very distinctly. Nebuchadnez- 


Read the answer of Shadrach, * 
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zar’s speech in verses 28 and 29 should 
express his new conviction. Verse 30 
is the conclusion and should be read as 
such, 

The Scripture Press, 434 South Wa- 
bash Ave., Chicago 5, has a flannelgraph 
of “The Burning Fiery Furnace” ($1.25). 
If this is available, assign the reader a 
partner, whose job it is to put the figures 
up at the right time in the story. They 
will enjoy practicing together during 
the week. Most likely you have some 
girl in your class who would enjoy mak- 
ing a background for the story. Some 
of our scholars have made very accept- 
able ones with nothing but cheap white 
outing flannel (flannelette) and a box 
of crayons. 

If the girls do well enough the Sun- 
day school superintendent would prob- 
ably be pleased to have them present 
this story to the whole Sunday school 
some time. This is also good training 
for them. 

Furthermore, when helping a girl with 
some special assignment such as the 
above, the teacher often has opportunity 
for a little personal talk with her, which 
God could use for her conversion, con- 
secration, or whatever is her special 
need. 


Addressed to the Pupils 


What a wonderful story we had to- 
day! Three men who would, rather die 
than do something displeasing to God! 

I believe there is still time to tell 
you about a girl who had the same 
spirit. Margaret Wilson lived in Scot- 
land when that country was under the 
control of Roman Catholic leaders. They 
made it against the law for people to 
read the Bible or to attend any services 
other than those of the Catholic church, 
When they caught a Christian they re- 
quired him to take an oath that he would 
stop reading the Bible and would become 
a Catholic. If he refused to take this 
oath he was killed. 

Margaret’s father was arrested and 
finally took the oath to save his life. 
When he came home from prison he told 
his two girls, Margaret and her younger 
sister Agnes, that they must be pre- 
pared to take the oath also. Both girls 
told their father that they would rather 
die than displease the Lord. He knew 
the police would be after them, so he 
arranged for them to leave home to stay 
with an elderly widow who lived in a 
secluded spot. 

However, after a search of several 
months, the soldiers found and arrested 
both girls and the old lady. Mr. Wil- 
son hurried to the place where the trial 
was to be held, and begged the judge 
to let his girls go. Finally the judge 
said that if the father would pay a heavy 
fine he would let Agnes go, as she was 
so young. But Margaret was sixteen, 
and he would not let her go under any 
condition unless she took the oath. They 
tried every way to get Margaret to take 
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the oath, but she would not; she felt 
that it would be denying her Saviour. 
She preferred death to denying Christ. 

At last Margaret and the old lady with 
whem she had stayed, were condemned 
to death by drowning. 

Margaret was taken back to her prison 
cell, and from there wrote a letter to 
her father, telling him how happy she 
was in her Saviour’s love, and that she 
was more than willing to suffer for 
Christ. 

A few days later Margaret and her 
old friend were taker down to the beach 
to a place where the tide came in very 
quickly. Margaret was fastened to a 
stake driven down deeply into the sand. 
The old lady was fastened to a stake 
farther out. They thought that when 
Margaret saw her aged friend drown, she 
would be frightened into taking the oath. 
But she was not. She sang a hymn until 
,the water took her off her feet, 

When Margaret’s father saw her swept 
off her feet by the waves he cried out 
in anguish, “Save my child! O save my 
child !” 

“Give her one more chance,” said the 
judge. Two young mer swam out at 
once and brought her in. She was un- 
conscious. When she came to, the first 
thing she said was the precious name 
of Jesus. They asked her once more, 
“Will you take the oath?” 

She answered feebly, “I cannot, 
Christ’s forever.” 

“Throw her back into the sea,” said 
the judge. Her body was found later 
and laid in a quiet grave by some of 
her friends. But she herself was already 
rejoicing in the presence of her Sav- 
iour. Some day we shall see Margaret 
Wilson receive the crown of life which 
the Lord has promised to those who are 
“faithful unto death.” 

May God give every one of us the 
courage of those whom we have heard 
about this morning, to be true to Him in 
life or in death, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


I am 


we 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Brave Man Who Worshiped God 
(Dan. 6:4, 5, 10, 16, 19, 21-23) 


Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone, 
Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known ! 
—P. P, Bliss. 
} ee SURE every one of you knows the 
story back of this chorus! Boy Num- 
ber 1 may tell about the first line: who 
Daniel was, where he was, and about 
his name. Boy Number 2 may tell what 
happened that made Daniel have to 
stand alone. Boy Number 3 may tell 
what the purpose was. Boy Number 4 
may tell how he made it known. Be- 
ing boys with “purpose firm,” Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
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grew up to be young men,with “pur- 
pose firm,” too. I feel sure if they had 
eaten and drunk what the other boys 
ate and drank, they would never have 
been brave enough, when they were 
grown up, to worship God different from 
others around them. Then they would 
not have gotter§ their names into God's 
Book in these wonderful adventure 
stories, 

After Daniel had told King Nebuchad- 
nezzar a dream and its meaning, he was 
promoted to be governor over the whole 
state of Babylon. Then he asked the 
king to appoint Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, his friends, to other posi- 
tions in Babylon. It was grand to have 
them to work with in the government, 
But others were jealous of these for- 
eigners with a different religion, who 
were promoted ahead of them. They 
were waiting for a chance to make trou- 
ble. (Tell of the ninety-foot image, the 
testing of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, the fiery furnace, and the king’s 
testimony. Dan, 3.) I think Daniel must 
have been away on government business, 
I do not believe he was in the crowd 
bowing down before that image, do you? 
His turn came later, and he was all, all 
alone. It was a new king, Darius. Dan- 
iel was still high up in the government, 
even higher than under Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the king was planning to make him 
ruler over the whole kingdom. How 
hard others, who wanted that job, tried 
to find something in Daniel’s business 
the least bit crooked, so they could com- 
plain to the king! But he was so faith- 
ful in his work, they couldn’t find even 
a little mistake or the least bit of care- 
lessness. 

The only excuse for a complaint they 
could find was his religion — yes, there 
they had something. They planned care- 
fully, and made a trap for Daniel. (Tell 
of the conspiracy, Daniel’s faithfulness, 
and the miraculous outcome. Dan. 6.) 
Who would have blamed Daniel if he 
had waited to say his prayers after he 
had crawled into bed? But Daniel was 
not ashamed of belonging to God, even if 
the lions should eat him up! And just 
as happened with the other young men, 
the king came to believe in God, and 
sent a message all over his whole king- 
dom to honor Him. Daniel kept his high 
position, 

Sometimes boys and girls your age 
have adventures for God. They have 
to stand atone among their crowd. 
Maybe Mother says you may not go 
somewhere that everybody else goes. 
Maybe you can’t play ball on Sunday 
as the other boys do. Maybe you don’t 
want some of the “gang” to see you 
going to Sunday school or Bible Club. 
Maybe you think you won’t say your 
prayers or read your Bible at camp. 
Then you’d better sing that chorus we 
started with! Now make up your “pur- 
pose firm.” Dare you make it known? 

You will need some help, the same 
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help Daniel had, to be brave and strong 
to go on for God. “My help cometh 
from the Lord, which made heaven and 
earth” (Psa. 121:2, Memory Verse). I 
feel sure you will want to read these 
two stories right from the Bible. The 
story of the three young men is in the 
third chapter of Daniel, and Daniel’s 
own story is in the sixth chapter. Here 
is a strip of paper to make a bookmark, 
on which to write the chapter numbers, 
Orono, MAINE. 


wg 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be gages from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


In the Presence of One Greater.—Be 
it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image which thou hast set up 
(Dan. 3:18, Golden Text). Frederick 
the Great was a scoffer, but his great 
general, Von Zealand, was a Christian. 
One day at a gathering, the king was 
making coarse jokes about Jesus Christ, 
and the whole place was ringing with 
guffaws. Von Zealand arose stiffly and 
said: “Sire, you know I have not feared 
death.. I have fought and won thirty- 
eight battles for you. I am an old man; 
I shall soon have to go into the presence 
of One greater than thou, the mighty 
God who saved me from my sin, the 
Lord Jesus Christ whom you are blas- 
pheming against. I salute thee, sire, as 
an old man, who loves his Saviour, on 
the edge of eternity.” With trembling 
voice, Frederick replied: “General Von 
Zealand, I beg your pardon! I beg your 
pardor!” The company silently dis- 
persed.—From Christian Digest. Sent 
by Wilson Graham, Seattle. 


Why He Was Not Afraid of Men— 
Be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not (Dan, 3:18, Golden Text). Of 
all the memorials in Westminster Abbey 
there is not one that gives a nobler 
thought than that inscribed on the monu- 
ment to Lord Lawrence—simply his 
name, with the date of his death, and 
these words: “He feared man so little, 
because he feared God so much.”—From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


A Lad’s Courage To Say No.—We will 
not (Dan. 3:18, Golden Text). A young 
Italian lad, who had gone far in the 
ways of sin, was converted. He turned 
rightabout-face. A Chautauqua came 
to town. He purchased a ticket. A 


magician furnished the entertainment 
one evening. He needed a helper, and 
the lad volunteered. Presently the ma- 
gician produced a deck of cards and 


her: 
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asked the lad to cut the deck. He said, 
“No, I will not touch them; never again.” 
“Oh,” said the magician, “they will not 
hurt you. I am not asking you to play 
cards, bet, or anything like that. Use 
your head. Don’t be @2 fool. I cannot 
do this trick if you do not co-operate.” 
There they stood before a large audi- 
ence. The elite of the town was there. 
What would you have done under the 
circumstances? The lad said: “No, I will 
not touch those cards. They almost 
ruined my life.” The magician threw 
up his hands, and the audience burst out 
in prolonged applause. Do you have the 
courage to say no?—From the Christian 
Union Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Eskridge, Kans, 


Stopped by a Smile—Our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us (Dan. 3: 
17). Miss C. Leffinwell, a missionary in 
China, gave the following account of de- 
liverance from death by the Boxers: 
“There was # lady missionary whom the 
Boxers told to kneel down and have her 
head cut off. She knelt as told, but as 
she did so, she looked up into the man’s 
face and actually smiled. As she looked 
at him a moment, thus smiling, it seemed 
as if his face began to change and to 
reflect the smile. He stepped back a 
little, and then continued to withdraw, 
together with his companions, until 
after a little they all fled, leaving the 
ladies alone. As the Boxers were re- 
treating. the leader turned and said to 
‘You cannot die. You are immor- 
tal” If her face had shown fear, they 
would have killed her without hesita- 
tion. I suppose the smile seemed super- 
natural. She afterward said, ‘I did not 
know that I smiled.’”—From the Life of 
Missionary Clara Leffinwell, Sent by 
E, M. James, Toronto, Can, 


There Is Something in It—Our God 

. is able ... and he will deliver us, 
... But if not,... we will not serve thy 
gods (Dan, 3:17, 18). Tne Chinese ban- 
dits had murdered John’s father and 
now he was captured as he was going 
to the moneylender who threatened to 
foreclose the mortgage. on their little 
farm.unless interest was paid that day. 
Although they could scarcely get enough 
to eat, they sold theie pig for the $50 
due that night. John’s mother sewed 
the money in his ragged coat lining, gave 
him his Bible, a few coppers tied in a 
rag, and two dough cakes for his supper. 
John was led to tne chief and searched, 
but they did not discover the money. 
When he thought they might free him 
because he was such a poor boy and had 
so little loot, the chic? said, “Is that all 
the money you got?” The battle raged 
in John’s heart between a lie and the 
truth. Remembering Christ and his 
mother, he told of the money, sobbing 
aloud. The chief saw his Bible, and said: 
“So you are a Christian. As a boy I 
went to mission schcul. There is noth- 
ing in it— just a set of rules— don’t lie, 
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steal, or murder !” and he laughed scorn- 
fully. “But there is something in it 
when you have Jesus as your Saviour. 
How else could I have told the truth 
about the monéy?” said John. “That 
did take courage. Why did you have so 
much money?” asked the chief. When 
John had told the whole story, the chief 
sat down, wrote out ar order to the 
moneylender to sign the mortgage back 
to John’s mother, and give the farm back 
to her again. He then gave it to John 
and told him to go.—From the Shanty- 
man. Sent by Anna A, Milligan, Sterling, 
Kans. Prize illustration, 


Bad Reading —but Good Theology.— 
Now when Daniel knew that the writ- 
ing was signed, he went into his house; 
and his windows being open ... he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day 
(Dan. 6:10). A speaker recalled a story 
of Spurgeon’s concerning a class of boys 
who were having a Scripture lesson on 
Daniel. One of the boys was asked to 
read some verses aloud, and presently 
he came to verse 3 in chapter 6, which 
reads, “. , . because an excellent spirit 
was ir him,” but by mistake the boy 
rendered it, “. . . because an excellent 
spine was in him.” It was undoubtedly 
bad reading, but it was excellent the- 
ology, for Daniel was at man of real 
backbone — strong, courageous. — From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


No Matter What Kind of Lions.—He 
kneeled upon his knees . . . and prayed, 
and gave thanks before his God (Dan. 
6:10). Withim a week after my conver- 
sion, I passed by a window of a picture 
store in St. Louis, and saw hanging there 
an engraving of a painting of Daniel in 
the den of lions. The prophet, with his 
hands behind him, and the lions circling 
about him, is looking up and answering 
the king’s question. The one thing I was 
in mortal fear of, in those days, was that 
I might go back to my sins. "I was a 
drunken lawyer in St. Louis when I was 
converted, with no power over an ap- 
petite for strong drink, and I was so 
afraid of a barroom or a hotel or a club 
that when I saw I was coming to one I 
would cross the street. I was in torment 
day and night. No one had told me any- 
thing about the keeping power of Jesus 
Christ. I stood before that picture, and 
a great hope and faith came into my 
heart, and I said, “Why, these lions are 
all about me—my old habits and sins 
—but the God that shut the lions’ 
mouths for Daniel can shut them for 
me.” I learned that my God was able. 
He had saved me, and He’was able to 
deliver me from the lions. Oh, what a 
rest it was!—From Dr. C. I. Scofield. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low ( 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Man Who Loved God 
(Dan. 6:4, 5, 10, 16, 19, 21-23) 
NOTHER story of the life of Daniel 
today, and we will put a picture 
of a lion on the blue strip of the rain- 
bow. 

We found in last week’s lesson that 
Daniel was a brave young man. In this 
lesson we find him just as brave after 
years have passed. He‘had been? greatly 
honored by the king, and was next to 
the king in power. The other presidents 
and princes were jealous of him, and 
were trying to find something against 
him so they could tell the king of some 
wrongdoing of Daniel. But they said 
themselves that they could find nothing 
wrong in his life, and they would find 
it only if they could get a law passed 
that was against the law of Daniel’s God, 
for they knew he would obey his God, 
ever if it cost him his life. 

So they planned and schemed, and 
finally got the king to make a law that 
nobody was to pray to any Gog or to 
any other man but him for thirty days. 
The king was like many rulers, very 
anxious to be praised; and being a 
heathen, he didn’t mind being worshiped 
and set up as a god. ° 

When Daniel knew the king had made 
this law and signed it so it could not 
be changed, he went to his house, and 
his windows being open toward Jeru- 
salem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day and prayed and gave 
thanks to Cod just as he had always 
done. 


My, but those wicked men were glad’ 


when they sneaked up and listened and 
heard Daniel praying. Now they had 
something to tell the king. So off they 
rushed with their news, 

Then the king was very angry, not 
with Daniel, but with himself, that he 
had been so easily fooled, for he loved 
Daniel. He worked all day trying to find 
a way to deliver Daniel, but ‘there was 
no way, for the laws of the Medes and 
Persians could not be changed after 
the king had signed them. So the king 
commanded and they brought Daniel to 
cast him into the den of lions. But the 
king said a very wonderful thing to him, 
“Thy God whom thou servest continu- 
ally, he will deliver thee.” Then the 
king went home to his palace and spent 
the night fasting, and had no music or 
company. He couldn’t sleep, and very 
early in the morning he rose and hurried 
down to the den of lions. 

Then he called out to Daniel, almost 
crying as he spoke, “Daniel, O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, is thy God, 
whom thou servest continually, able .to 
deliveg thee from the lions?” 

And a voice came from the den of 
lions, “O king, live forever. My God 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the 





A panoramic view of Bryan 
University atop Bryan 
with a glimpse of beautiful 
lake Chickamauga oat the left, 
Dayton beyond. 
Bryan addressing the Judge at 
the famous trial. 


of Bryan students. 
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Below, the 
Foreign Missionary Fellowship 


“We Will Not 


Have This Man!”’ 


(Luke 19: 14) 


VERY attempt to discredit the 
impregnable rock of Holy Scripture re- 
solves itself into an expression of per- 
sonal contempt‘and hatred for the risen 
Saviour and Lord whom dt reveals. 


So it happened that, at the inter- 
nationally famous trial of John Thomas 
Scopes for teaching the evolutionary 
hypothesis in the high school at Dayton, 
Tennessee, appeared Clarence Darrow, 
the great criminal lawyer and agnostic 
in his defense. And a group of earnest 
Christian leaders enlisted for the prose- 
cution the services of that distinguished 
statesman, William Jennings Bryan. 


From its very beginning, the trial 
narrowed to a personal duel between 
Darrow, the agnostic, and Bryan, the 
Christian gentleman. Fast and fuyiously 
flew question and answer. In his final 
attack, Darrow aimed over three hun- 
dred questions, by actual count of the 
court records. Mr. Bryan remained un- 
ruffled and at the close calmly an- 
nounced the very key note of the trial: 
“The purpose of this examination is to cast 
ridicule upon everyone who believes in the 
Bible." Darrow almost screamed his reply: ‘‘We 
think the purpose is as bigots and igno- 
ramuses from controlling the education of the 
United States.” 


Shortly after the trial’s close, William Jennings 
Bryan passed peacefully to with his Lord. 
Who would have dreamed that from this supreme 
sacrifice of himself, as it were, should spring a 
Christian University to perpetuate the verdict of 
this trial in the lives of Christian youth down to 
the very end of time! 


Write at once for your copy of “‘The 


Duel,”’ with a thrillivig account of 
this es trial, direct to Office of 
the President, Box T 






WILLIAM JENNINGS 


BRYAN UNIVERSITY Gee! 


DAYTON, TENNESSEE.,U.S.A. 
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Wanted... 


PRINTING PLANT 
SUPERINTENDENT 


- Position of responsibility in an open 
shop, privately operated, by middle- 
west Christian service organization. 
Unusual opportunity for man who 
knows printing production. Write 
giving full details of business and 
Christian experience. Address 
Room 643, Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Where the Emphasis is 


@ BAPTIST 

@ MISSIONARY 

@ FUNDAMENTAL 
@ PREMILLENNIAL 


Training in Three Schools 


e THE ACADEMY 
@ THE BIBLE COLLEGE 
@ THE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Approved for Veteran Training 


for 1948-1949 Catalog 
Registrar, Box 101 
Winston-Salem, N. C, 


VACATION 
ENJOYMENT 


Dlus 


Attend a Scripture Press 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CON- 
FERENCE at your favorite 
Christian vacation grounds. 
Catch up on_ the latest 
teaching methods — there'll 
be visual aid demonstra-' 
tions . . . question periods 
..- exhibits . . . messages 
by Sunday School experts. 
Make reservation now di- 
rectly with directors of these 
conference grounds. 
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SCRIPTURE PR 







July 5-10, *Maranatha Conference Grounds, 
Muskegon, Mich. ... July 5-15, The Firs Bible 
Conference. Bellingham, Wash... .July 19-23, 
Winona Lake Bible Conference, Winona Lake, 
Ind....July 19-23, Gull Lake Conference 
Grounds, R. R. No. 1, Augusta, Mich... . Aug 
3-6, Lake Sammamish Bible Conference, Seat- 
tle, Wash. (sponsored by Seattle Sunday School 
Ass'n)... Aug. 16-20, Buffalo Bible Confer- 
ence, Ebenezer, N.Y... .Sept. 2-3, Cedar Lake 
Conference Grounds, Cedar Lake, Ind. (spon- 
sored by the 1.F.C.A., 542 S. Dearborn Sr, 
Chicago 5, Ill.) 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 
434 S. WABASH AVE., CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt 
me.” Then Daniel told the king that he 
had not done anything against him. 

Then the king was very glad, and 
called his servants and had Daniel taken 
up out of the den of lions, and there was 
not a mark on him, he was not hurt, 
so much as his little finger. God had 
taken care of him because he believed 
in Him and trusted Him. 

Then this king made a decree to all 
his kingdom, saying that the God of 
Daniel is the living God, and that all 
men should fear and tremble before 
Him, that His Kingdom shall not be 
destroyed but shall endure forever, 


What a great story showing how one 
man’s trust and faith in God moved a 
heathen king to believe in God, and no 
doubt many others also. You may not 
have a chance to be as great a witness 
to so many people as Daniel was, but 
you do have a chance to be a witness for 
the same great God whom Daniel served. 
Isn’t it wonderful to think that after 
thousands of years, you worship and 
serve the same God, who will protect 
and care for those who trust Him, just 
as He did in the day of Daniel? 

FELTON, CALIF, 

Ww 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 460) 
1. Religious, political, and selfish. 


2. It was an old belief (still held in some 
quarters) that centralized religion made for 
political stability. See 1 Kings 12:25-28. 


3. Religion was one more sphere in which 
he could enforce obedience to his own will. 


4. Probably Bel-Marduk, chief god of 
Babylonia, for whose public worship Nebu- 
chadnezzar remodeled the temple at Ur 
(Budge, “Babylonian Life and History,” p. 
230). 


5. Music has great power over the minds 
of men, especially in crowds, when it is well 
chosen, and in carefully prepared setting. 
Compare the uplifting effect of good music 
with the degrading influence of “hot’’ music. 

6. Rage at having his will resisted, a wish 
to save valuable servants, and a determina- 
tion to be obeyed. a 

7. Nebuchadnezzar raged and threatened, 
insistent on his own will (3:13-15). Darius 
wrestled for Daniel's deliverance, but 
yielded to the pressure of his counselors 
(6:14. Compare Pilate). 

8. They knew God was able, but had no 
assurance of His plan: Theirs was to be 
faithful, and they knew God would be, too, 
whatever the issue. 


9. We are not told, any more than we are 
told where they were when Daniel faced 
the lions. 

10. None. ._How does pressure affect yours? 


w 


Those that suffer for Christ have His 
gracious presence with them in their 
sufferings, even in the fiery furnace, 
even in the valley of the shaddw of 
death, and therefore even there they 
need fear no evil.—Matthew Henry. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 6 


I. Christian Standards for Daters 
(Eccles. 11:9; Col. 3:17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OUR topics, including this week’s, 

have been designed to answer the 
over-all question, “Can One Be Chris- 
tian While Young?” However, the very 
phrasing of this question implies doubt. 
Would it not be better to ask, “Can One 
Afford Not To Be Christian While 
Young”? 

In the particular topic for this week, 
the topic, “Christian Standards for 
Daters,” is in view. Here again a re- 
phrasing might be helpful. All daters 
do not have Christian standards, and 
furthermore, cannot be expected to 
have, if they themselves are not Chris- 
tians. It is a waste of time to hope to 
convince unbelievers that they should 
follow Christian standards, even though 
such persons may be clean-minded, 
moral, and willing to abide by ordinary 
conventions. Unbelievers simply can- 
not understand why Christians should 
or should not follow certain courses 
of action, for the Christian’s basic rea- 
sons are spiritual, and, as 1 Corinthians 
2:14 tells us, spiritual things cannot be 
discerned or received by unbelievers. 
Therefore our topic for this week really 
is, “Standards for Christian Daters.” 


se 


First of all, let it be made clear that 
it is the most ‘natural and normal thing 
im the world for young men and young 
womert to seek and enjoy one another’s 
company. God, who is the Creator and 
Designer ‘of all, develops in the heart 
of every normal young persor® the de- 
sire for the company of those of the 
opposite sex, im preparation for the time 
when each wilk choose the particular 


one with whom a life partnership will . 


be consummated, 


Therefore, is it not reasonable that 
God :can and will direct young people 
in all their relationships, even in earliest 
acquaintanceships? He can do this, how- 
ever, only as we let him do so. Hence 
his loving admonition, “Delight thyself 
also in the Lord; and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart. Commit thy 
way unto the Lord; trust also in him; 
and he shall bring it to pass” (Psa. 37: 
4, 5). One great reason for so much 
confusion in .the minds of Christian 
young people today in the matter of 
their relationships with others is the 
fact that they have not given Christ» 
the pre-eminence in thei lives — some- 
thing else comes first, either their own 
desire or pleasure, their pride, their de- 
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sire to be approved of others, or some 
other thing which they are putting be- 
fore Christ. 

s¥ 


Let us consider for a mornent the real 
purpose of a date. Usually it is the op- 
portunity to become better acquainted 
with another person; to exchange ideas 
and views; to discover mutual interests; 
to share experiences; and sometimes 
merely to have companionship in activ- 
ities. Usually a date is a guide as to 
whether or not one wishes to pursue an 
acquaintanceship further, so that it may 
develop into a friendship. 


The Christian young person will, there- 
fore, be guided by the Scriptural com- 
mand, “Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). 
Careful observance of this principle will 
avoid many embarrassing situations later 
on, if it is practiced in making the first 
date with any individual. It is not nec- 
essary foolishly to assume that every 
date leads to a life partnership, in order 
to see the value of choosing one’s friends 
and associates from those who are fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
argument will no doubt be advanced that 
if a person is of good moral character, 
and has high ideals, and exhibits good 
conduct, there can be no danger or un- 
wisdom in a date with such a one, even 
though he or she may be an unbeliever. 
However, as a matter of fact, the dan- 
ger for the Christian with such a one 
is very real, for these very good quali- 
ties blind one to the lack of Christ in 
the life, and may lead into a relationship 
that is something more than friendship, 
and thus make it very difficult for the 
believer to break the attraction later. 


ye 
Nor is it usually wise to accept dates 
with an unbeliever in the hope that 
such a one may be won to Christ. In 
the first place, it is far better for such 
a one to be dealt with by one of his or 
her own sex. In the second place, the 
result is often that of the “specked po- 
tato in the barrel,’ which is never im- 
proved by its association with the un- 
specked potatoes, 
4 


But, granting that your date is with 
a Christian, does this mean there will 
be no problems? Not at all! Perhaps 
there have been times in your Christian 
life when you have not always done 
what the Lord Jesus would have you 
do, and it is just as possible that the 
Christian with whom you plan a date 
may not always honor the Lord Jesus, 
You will, therefore, need the guidance 
and the enabling of the Lord Jesus, even 
on your dates with believers. And there 
may be times when it will be necessary 
for you to remind your companion that 
a certain proposed activity, or certain 
conduct, is not such as would honor your 
Lord, and therefore cannot be indulged 
in by you. 
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Certainly, as a believer, you will need 
to keep im mind that “your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 6:19). 
Therefore, as such, it is not to be defiled 
by anything that would make it unfit 
for His use. This would rule out the 
petting and kissing that is indulged, al- 
most without question, by many young 
people, even on a first date. 


sf 


The fact that you are a believer should 
mean that there will be purity of words 
and thoughts on your date (Psa. 19:14; 
Phil. 4:8), 

se 


As a believer, your treatment of your 
companion on a date, and at all other 
times, will be absolutely true and hon- 
est. There will be no representing of 
yourself as something that you are rot, 
and there will be no leading on of the 
other, just to see how far that one will 
go. There will be no playing off of one 
person against another, just to exhibit 
your powers of conquest, or to satisfy 
your own selfish ego. 


ye 
As a Christian, you will not accept 
from another entertainment or attentions 


that require an expenditure of money 
that you know the other cannot afford; 


Catalog free 
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THE INDIA MISSION 


Room 311 Elyria Block 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teaching, Faith Mission 
Proving GOD'S Faithfulness 
in Hyderabad State and Central Provinces 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 
A fruitful field of the Lord's provision 
Write for fuller information. 
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PASTOR'S 
INDIVIDUAL 


COMMUNION SET 


Complete outfit for administering the 
Sacrament in the home to the sick or shut-in 


@ Well arranged outfit of convenient size. 
Contains tray of 6 glasses. 
wine flask and bread plate 
with cover in Morocco 
gtain leather, plush-lined 
case. No Pastor should 
be without one of 
these handy sets. 
Price $10.50. 
Name in gold let- 
ters on case, per 
line extra 75c. 














At your dealer. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 


10 South Wabash, Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Ill. 

















A complete line of practical, 
simple, non-sectarian helps 
by experienced writers. 














Che Heart of the Gospel 








ESTABLISHED 1817 


SOUND, inspiring lesson 


helps and story papers 
for every age. The 
Sunday- School World, 
shown above in pocket 
or handbag size, is pre- 
pared especially for the 
superintendent, teacher, 
and Christian worker. 
Lesson exposition is 
outstandingly whole- 
some and the material 


1816 Chestnut Street . 


is arranged to be pleas- 
ing to the eye, easy to 
read, and easy to use 
in teaching. Suggestive 
articles on Sunday- 
School work of all 
kinds. Attractive cov- 
ers, new with each 
issue, make it a welcome 
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Wanted... 


PRINTING PLANT 
SUPERINTENDENT 


- Position of responsibility in an open 
shop, privately operated, by middle- 
west Christian service organization. 
Unusual opportunity for man who 
knows printing production. Write 
giving full details of business and 
Christian experience. Address 
Room 643, Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St. Palladeiphie 5, Pa. 
































fledmont 
Where the Emphasis is ~~ | 
@ BAPTIST bi 
@ MISSIONARY = 
@ FUNDAMENTAL 


@ PREMILLENNIAL 


Training in Three Schools 


e THE ACADEMY 
@ THE BIBLE COLLEGE 
@ THE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Approved for Veteran Training 


for 1948-1949 Catalog 

Registrar, Box 101 

Winston-Salem, N. C, 
VACATION 
ENJOYMENT 


Dlus 


Attend a Scripture Press 
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teaching methods — there'll 
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conference grounds. 
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lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt 
me.” Then Daniel told the king that he 
had not done anything against him. 

Then the king was very glad, and 
called his servants and had Daniel taken 
up out of the den of lions, and there was 
not a mark on him, he was not hurt, 
so much as his little finger. God had 
taken care of him because he believed 
in Him and trusted Him. 

Then this king made a decree to all 
his kingdom, saying that the God of 
Daniel is the living God, and that all 
men should fear and dAremble before 
Him, that His Kingdom shall not be 
destroyed but shall endure forever, 


What a great story showing how one 
man’s trust and faith in God moved a 
heathen king to believe in God, and no 
doubt many others also. You may not 
have a chance to be as great a witness 
to so many people as Daniel was, but 
you do have a chance to be a witness for 
the same great God whom Daniel served. 
Isn’t it wonderful to think that after 
thousands of years, you worship and 
serve the same God, who will protect 
and care for those who trust Him, just 
as He did in the day of Daniel? 

FELTON, CALIF, 

"We 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 460) 
1. Religious, political, and selfish. 


2. It was an old belief (still held in some 
quarters) that centralized religion made for 
political stability. See 1 Kings 12:25-28. 


3. Religion was one more sphere in which 
he could enforce obedience to his own will. 


4. Probably Bel-Marduk, chief god of 
Babylonia, for whose public worship Nebu- 
chadnezzar remodeled the temple at Ur 
(Budge, “Babylonian Life and History,” p. 
230). 

5. Music has great power over the minds 
of men, especially in crowds, when it is well 
chosen, and in carefully prepared setting. 
Compare the uplifting effect of good music 
with the degrading influence of “hot” music. 


6. Rage at having his will resisted, a wish 
to save valuable servants, and a determina- 
tion to be obeyed. 


7. Nebuchadnezzar raged and eentened, 
insistent on his own will (3:13-15). Darius 
wrestled for Daniel's deliverance, but 
yielded to the pressure of his counselors 
(6:14. Compare Pilate). 


8. They knew God was able, but had no 
assurance of His plan: Theirs was to be 
faithful, and they knew God would be, too, 
whatever the issue. 


9 We are not told, any more than we are 
told where they were when Daniel faced 
the lions. 


10. None. .How does pressure affect yours? 
we 

Those that suffer for Christ have His 

gracious presence with them in their 

sufferings, even in the fiery furnace, 

even in the valley of the shaddw of 


death, and therefore even there they 
need fear no evil_—Matthew Henry. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 6 


I. Christian Standards for Daters 
(Eccles. 11:9; Col. 3:17) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OUR topics, including this week's, 

have been designed to answer the 
over-all question, “Can One Be Chris- 
tian While Young?” However, the very 
phrasing of this question implies doubt. 
Would it not be better to ask, “Can One 
Afford Not To Be Christian While 
Young”? 

In the particular topic for this week, 
the topic, “Christian Standards for 
Daters,” is in view. Here again a re- 
phrasing might be helpful. All daters 
do not have Christian standards, and 
furthermore, cannot be expected to 
have, if they themselves are not Chris- 
tians. It is a waste of time to hope to 
convince unbelievers that they should 
follow Christian standards, even though 
such persons may be clean-minded, 
moral, and willing to abide by ordinary 
conventions. Unbelievers simply can- 
not understand why Christians should 
or should not follow certain courses 
of action, for the Christian’s basic rea- 
sons are spiritual, and, as 1 Corinthians 
2:14 tells us, spiritual things cannot be 
discerned or received by unbelievers. 
Therefore our topic for this week really 
is, “Standards for Christian Daters.” 

se 

First of all, let it be made clear that 
it is the most ‘natural and normal thing 
im the world for young men and young 
womers to seek and enjoy one another’s 
company. God, who is the Creator and 
Designer ‘of all, develops in the heart 
of every normal young persorf the de- 
sire for the company of those of the 
opposite sex, in preparation for the time 
when each wilk choose the particular 
one with whom a life partnership will 
be consummaied, 


Therefore, is it not reasonable that 
God can and will direct young people 
in all their relationships, even in earliest 
acquaintanceships? He can do this, how- 
ever, only as we let him do so. Hence 
his loving admonition, “Delight thyself 
also in the Lord; and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart. Commit thy 
way unto the Lord; trust also in him; 
and he shall bring it to pass” (Psa. 37: 
4, 5). One great reason for so much 
confusion in .the minds of Christian 
young people today in the matter of 
their relationships with others is the 
fact that they have not given Christ» 
the pre-eminence in them lives — some- 
thing else comes first, either their own 
desire or pleasure, their pride, their de- 
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sire to be approved of others, or some 
other thing which they are putting be- 
fore Christ. 
$8 

Let us consider for a moment the real 
purpose of a date. Usually it is the op- 
portunity to become better acquainted 
with another person; to exchange ideas 
and views; to discover mutual interests; 
to share experiences; and sometimes 
merely to have companionship in activ- 
ities. Usually a date is a guide as to 
whether or not one wishes to pursue an 
acquaintanceship further, so that it may 
develop into a friendship. 


The Christian young person will, there- 
fore, be guided by the Scriptural com- 
mand, “Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). 
Careful observance of this principle will 
avoid many embarrassing situations later 
on, if it is practiced in making the first 
date with any individual. It is not nec- 
essary foolishly to assume that every 
date leads to a life partnership, in order 
to see the value of choosing one’s friends 
and associates from those who are fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
argument will no doubt be advanced that 
if a person is of good moral character, 
and has high ideals, and exhibits good 
conduct, there can be no danger or un- 
wisdom in a date with such a one, even 
though he or she may be an unbeliever. 
However, as a matter of fact, the dan- 
ger for the Christian with such a one 
is very real, for these very good quali- 
ties blind one to the lack of Christ in 
the life, and may lead into a relationship 
that is something more than friendship, 
and thus make it very difficult for the 
believer to break the attraction later. 


se 


Nor is it usually wise to accept dates 
with an unbeliever in the hope that 
such a one may be won to Christ. In 
the first place, it is far better for such 
a one to be dealt with by one of his or 
her own sex. In the second place, the 
result is often that of the “specked po- 
tato in the barrel,” which is never im- 
proved by its association with the un- 
specked potatoes. 

4 


But, granting that your date is with 
a Christian, does this mean there will 
be no problems? Not at all! Perhaps 
there have been times in your Christian 
life when you have not always done 
what the Lord Jesus would have you 
do, and it is just as possible that the 
Christian with whom you plan a date 
may not always honor the Lord Jesus, 
You will, therefore, need the guidance 
and the enabling of the Lord Jesus, even 
on your dates with believers. And there 
may be times when it will be necessary 
for you to remind your companion that 
a certain proposed activity, or certain 
conduct, is not such as would honor your 
Lord, and therefore cannot be indulged 
in by you. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Certainly, as a believer, you will need 
to keep im mind that “your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 6:19). 
Therefore, as such, it is not to be defiled 
by anything that would make it unfit 
for His use. This would rule out the 
petting and kissing that is indulged, al- 
most without question, by many young 
people, even on a first date. 


4 
The fact that you are a believer should 
mean that there will be purity of words 
and thoughts on your date (Psa. 19: 14; 
Phil, 4:8), 
$e 


As a believer, your treatment of your 
companion on a date, and at all other 
times, will be absolutely true and hon- 
est. There will be no representing of 
yourself as something that you are rot, 
and there will be no leading on of the 
other, just to see how far that one will 
go. There will be no playing off of one 
person against another, just to exhibit 
your powers of conquest, or to satisfy 
your own selfish ego. 


yf 
As a Christian, you will not accept 
from another entertainment or attentions 
that require an expenditure of money 
that you know the other cannot afford; 
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PASTOR'S 
INDIVIDUAL 


COMMUNION SET 


Complete outfit for administering the 
Sacrament in the home to the sick or shut-in 


@ Well arranged outfit of convenient size. 
Contains tray of 6 glasses. 
wine flask and bread plate 
with cover in Morocco 
grain leather, plush-lined 
case. No Pastor should 
be without one of 
these handy sets. 
Price $10.50. 
Name in gold let- 
ters on case, per 
line extra 75c. 
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INTERTRIBAL — Indians from any 
tribe are welcomed in this interdenom- 
inational school. * 


Supported by World Day of Prayer 
offering there is much need of expansion 
as Indians realize the need for native 
preachers who can surmount difficulties 
of language and background better than 
whites. Help Indians to give Christ to 
their needy brothers klets sent 
on request. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
4050 N. Second St. Phoenix, Arizona 


Interdenominational 
Best way to show our appreciation for America 
is by helping the race from which we took it. 
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or that would cause the other one to 
neglect duty at home, or at school, or 
at place of employment. 


As a Christian, you will certainly re- 
fuse to be governed or controlled by 
that old excuse, “Everyone is doing it,” 
But your first and foremost concern will 
be, “Am I pleasing and honoring the 
Lord Jesus Christ?” For you, your con- 
cern will be not, “Can I take Christ 
with me on this date?” but rather, 
“Is Christ leading me to have this 
date?” 

PHILADELPHIA, 








life count for the Lord. Address 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Unusual Opportunity for Christian Photographer 


We're looking for a man who not only knows every phase of photography, but 
one who can teach it to others. It is essential that he be familiar, especially, 
with color motion pictures. This job will have two parts: one, official photog- 
rapher for our organization, and two: teaching all phases of advanced photog- 
raphy. He will set up his own curriculum and work with the latest equipment. 
Intensely interesting work with an evangelical Christian organization in the 
Middle West. Write in confidence giving education, business and Christian 
experience. This is an unusual opportunity for a man with ability to make his 
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Bibles for the United Nations 


(Continued from second page) 


daily press cannot help but arouse re- 
newed interest on the part of all Chris- 
tians and particularly students of proph- 
ecy. On the day when the above letter 
reached the Editors an Associated Press 
dispatch from Lake Success, N. Y., said: 
“Jewish and Arab representatives agreed 
here late today that the walled Holy 
City of Jerusalem should be spared from 
the fighting in Palestine, 

“No provision was made for the larger 
new section of Jerusalem, 

“The Jewish Agency and Arab Higher 
Committee representatives recommended 
to their battling peoples in the Holy 
Land that a truce should prevail to cover 
this small, ancient area of shrines held 
sacred by Christian, Moslem, Jewish, and 
other religions.” 

This recalls General Allenby’s action 
in the first World War, when he suc- 
ceeded in preventing fighting within the 
city of Jerusalem, 


vg 


Messages From Daniel for 
Our Times 
(Continued from page 458) 


the Kingdom of God. The fall of this 
stone is like that of an avalanche whose 
thunder frightens man and beast, but 
which is a sign of the end of winter, 
a symbol of spring’s approach. Jesus 
Christ, the chief cornerstone, suddenly 
appears in the prophetic vision. He is 
the mountain that fills the whole earth. 
To whom else indeed could refer the 
words, “And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom, which shall never be destroyed 
. .. and it shall stand forever”? (Dan, 
2: 44.) 

In Jesus Christ, the destruction 
wrought by the stone finds its limit and 
its end. The Lord of lords and King 
of kings gives Himself to be broken by 
the stone of divine judgment and that 
so completely that on the evening of 
Good Friday the stone covers His sep- 
ulcher. But wonder of wonders! The 
stone of destruction has broken itself 
on Jesus Christ. Having reached the 
cross the stone can pass no further. We 
see by faith that which was given the 
prophet to see, the great mountain (or 
kingdom) of God filling all things. 


II. THe Imace or GoLp 


Nebuchadnezzar the king made an 
image of gold and set it up in the plain 
of Dura in the Province of Babylon. 

It was thus that Nebuchadnezzar was 
wont to act. He erected it in the prov- 
ince where serfs bent under the whips 
of tax-gatherers, in- the plain where 
stood wretched huts in which women 
toiled at the hand mill, and infants cried 
for milk, because he had requisitioned 
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all the values his subjects had wrung “nine times” powerful ! For such, a REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


from the land for his hanging gardens, fiery furnace is made ready! 

his golden statues, his extravagant ex- Nebuchadnezzar had likewise “estab- 
penditures. Threescore cubits in height lished” a furnace. It was a part of his 
and six in breadth—such are the di- fixed inventory. This was logical. It 


Please refer to this ad 


TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 





mensions of despots’ criminal idols, des- was the central heating plant where WAN T ED 

pots who use the blood, the sweat, the satraps and functionaries warmed them- Church powe ind furniture in fair seneition, Write of 
quantity @d cescription, stating price. EV. ° 

tears of workers to erect statues of gold. selves. Fear of the furnace was the Hopkins, Box 164, Elkton, Maryland. 


Nebuchadnezzar looked forward with 
much anticipation to its dedication. The 
princes, the governors, and captains, the 
judges, and all other functionaries are _ D Ss e l G 
summoned to the inauguration. A bril- WE T IN te ALL & 
liant review! With them are assembled 


peoples and nations and tribes of all 
languages! A gigantic procession! They Urgent, persistent calls for more SCRIPTURES 


stood before the image. They waited. TESTAMENTS - GOSPELS - BOOKLETS 
In Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom all goes 
by order. ‘The people must wait obe- IN SPANISH 


diently, as children on Christmas Eve 








Literacy rapidly increasing 


Now is the time to help our American missionaries 











behind the door until Mother gives the in Cuba, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic and the 
signal to enter. Then they show their Lesser Antilles. 
joy and admiration, and all eyes shine. Wetranslate your gift into good seed. $5.00 pro- 
But Nebuchadnezzar, was not entirely vides 15 Testaments, or 150 Gospels, or 250 booklets. 
undisturbed. He knew that a state of , , Pate 
mind cannot be ordered. One must cre- American Scripture Gift Mission 
ate an atmosphere. This can be obtained 325 North 13th Street - Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
by a brilliant fanfare. Instruments of f ee 2 
music to remedy any lack of enthusiasm Each donor is sent folder with pictures taken on recent trip 





are abundantly provided — cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, and psaltery. And the 
herald cried aloud: “O people, nations, 
and languages.” This is the command. 
When the order is given, at the moment 
you hear the sound of the cornet — then 
what? Then not only must your eyes 
shine and your lips cry, “Long live the 
king”; then you must bow down and 
worship the statue of gold that Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king has raised. 

The ceremony then takes a religious 
character. The culminating point is 
reached not only when backs bend but 
when knees are bowed and hands joined 
together. Across the centuries Nebu- 
chadnezzar can remain on his throne 
only when the altar is set up beside him 
to confer the necessary stability. Nebu- 
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chadnezzar exists not only by roll of * CHRIST CENTERED 
drum and sound of trumpet. There must 
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ments. ‘When choral music mingles with * ALL BIBLE and ALL OF T BIBLE 
military, and the priest of Baal sounds * SCIENTIFIC , , 
his bell, then only is the conscience of 
Nebuchadnezzar quieted, down there on * NOT DATED 
the plain of Dura. 
Nebuchadnezzar is powerful, excep- The purpose of this fine Sunday School lesson series is to present the Gospel of Christ 


tionally so. He incarnates what we to- 
day call the totalitarian state. This total 
power which one man exercises over There is no waste of matetial because lessons are not dated. Use ' \\ 
peoples and nations and tribes of all left-over books next year with a new class. uc +i0OnS 
tongues, this power is underscored nine 

times in the third chapter of the Book HENRIETTA C. MEARS 
of Daniel in repetitions truly repetitious, - Editor 

to recall to us that Nebuchadnezzar has 
raised this statue. He has established, in 


to each grade level and give a comprehensive knowledge of the Bible. 
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THE GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS Street Hollywood 28, Calif. 


dares oppose the will of Nebuchadnezzar, 





470 (18) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





~~ 
i i i i i hi hi i i i i i hi i i hi i iii ities 
ee ee te te he he i i i tds 

POR BrP™ABrBDP DDD DDD DD A 


ws” 
ne te i i i i i tn i i hl i hn ln nn thai nia 


see eoeeoeeeeeeeeeee™ 
PPB DPB AD DDD DA 





_—--weweeeeeeeeee,,™ 


HERE IS A FINE 


OPPORTUNITY 


To obtain this unusual $3 book without money cost 


AND 


The Word OF 
GOD 


ae 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


will give this book to anyone sending 
in FIVE NEW twenty-two weeks 
subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 





In Tue Sunpay Scoot Trmes 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this- 
remarkable book, among other 


things, said: 


“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Seripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 


“The note of triumph that one 
would expect in such a book by 
Dr. Smith is found in his last 
chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord’s re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 


“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work he’has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
remember that ‘we have also 
a’more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts’ (2 Pet. 1:19).” 


This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time. 
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secret power of Nebuchadnezzar’s totali- 
tarian state, 

This fear was so great that all suc- 
cumbed. That is our misery and shame, 
The simple reason there is so little re- 
sistance against great crimes is because 
all commit petty ones, Flatterers of the 
people say that the people are good, 
their rulers only, evil. That is not true. 
All satraps, captains, judges, peoples, 
tribes, have prostrated themselves. There 
is no distinction. “All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). 

But there is in the heavens a God and 
the God of the heavens sees our igno- 
miny. He sees the fall of man, in all its 
depth. Yet he extends his blue over the 
plain of Dura. He lets fall his rain on 
the Province of Babylon. One can hardly 
imagine whaf mercy there is in the fact 
that always anew the sun shines and the 
heaven of God becomes blue above the 
idol image, whose height is threescore 
cubits and breadth six, worshiped in our 
time. We have*not received the pun- 
ishment our crime deserves. It is the 
mystery of the divine pity. 

(To be continued) 
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America’s Keswick Conferences 


6¢°TRHE world situation has become more 
serious and more crucial this year 
than ever, and the need for definite in- 
tercession is greater,” writes the Rev. 
Rowan C, Pearce, chairman of the Coun- 
cil of the Victorious Life Testimony, in 
a call to prayer for the conferences to 
be held this summer at America’s Kes- 
wick. “We know that only God Him- 
self has the wisdom and power to meet 
the crisis we face today. We believe 
that He is calling more clearly than ever 
for the governments, and also individuals, 
to fall down before Him in confession 
and humiliation and intercession. More 
than ever before, we realize that our 
conflict is against spiritual hosts of wick- 
edness in heavenly places. The govern- 
ments of most, if not all, nations are 
being controlled by these hosts of wick- 
edness. ‘O our God ... we have no 
might .. . neither know we what to do: 
but our eyes are upon thee’ (2 Chron. 
20:12). The Lord answered, ‘The bat- 
tle is not your’s, but God’s, . . . Stand 
ye still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord’ (20:15, 17). His power is infinite. 
Nothing is too hard for Him. He has 
said, ‘If ye shall ask any thing in my 
name, I will do it’ (John 14:14).” 

Once again this summer, in the good 
providence of God, there will be a series 
of Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. The aim of these con- 
ferences is to proclaim the great salva- 
tion offered to all through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to bring Christians 
out of a life of defeat into one of habit- 
ual victory and useful and joyful service 
for God. Nothing new or strange or 
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fanatical is ‘taught, but simply the life 
of faith as it is revealed in the New 
Testament. The Conferences are as 
follows: 


May 28-31—Memorial Day Conference 
June 12-20—Student Conference 
July 2-5—July Fourth Conference 
July 10-18—First July Conference 
July 19-22—Ministers’ and Christian 

Workers’ Conference 

July 24-Aug. 1—Second July Conference 

August 7-15—First August Conference 

August 21-29—Second August Conference 

September 3-6—Labor Day Conference 


An illustrated leaflet, giving the names 
of speakers, directions for reaching Kes- 
wick by rail or automobile, and informa- 
tion concerning registration and enter- 
tainment may be had by addressing a 
request to the Victorious Life Testimony, 
Room 506 Commonwealth Bldg., 1201 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7. 

Registrations should be sent to the 
Victorious Life Conferences, Keswick 
Grove, N. J. 


The Substitute Fund 
Every year there are some who, though 
they cannot attend the conferences them- 
selves, are glad to share in sending 
others who might not otherwise be able 
to go to Keswick. Contributions for the 
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Substitute Fund should be sent to the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 506 Common- 


wealth Bldg., 1201 Chestnyt St., Phila- 
delphia 7. 
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Reprints of “’ Looking Unto Jesus” 


HE five articles by T. Stanley’ Soltau, 

pastor of the First Evangelical 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., on the general 
subject of “Looking Unto Jesus,” which 
appeared in THe Sunpay ScHoo, TIMEs 
from February 28 through March 27, 
have now been reprinted in pamphlet 
form. They may be obtained at 20 cents 
a copy, from the First Evangelical 
Church, 2693 Union Ave, (Extended), 
Memphis, Tenn. 
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“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday SchooyLesson Committee. 

May 31 to June 6 

Mon.—Daniel 3:1-7. 
“Fall Down and Worship the Golden Image.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is commanded 
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back of a command did not frighten the 
Hebrew children into submission, be- 
cause they feared God who is greater 
than all. We, too, must obey God rathef 
than men. Like Israel, who owed much 
under God to faithful men, we have a 
great debt of love to pay to Christ, the 
faithful Witness, and to martyrs and 
confessors whose faith we are to follow 
Pray for the Salvation Army in Great 
Britain, 101 Queen Victoria St., London, 
E. C. 4, Eng. 
Tues.—Daniel 3:8-12. 

“They Serve Not ... the Golden Image.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These men, O 
king, . . . serve not the gods, nor wor- 
ship the golden image which thou hast 
set up.” It is an old trick of the Devil 
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to blame God’s people falsely. From 
earliest ages he set enemies thus against 
the saints of God. But he always over- 
steps himself. The afflictions of right- 
eous people end well. The cause of God 
most advances when the Devil opposes. 
Pray for the British Jews Society, 7 
Great James St., Bedford Row, London, 
W. C. 1, Eng. 


Wed.—Daniel 3:13-18. 

“Who Is That God That Shall Deliver You?” 
Prayer Succestions: “Who is that God 

that shall deliver you out of my hands?” 

The boastful lips of the king of Baby- 

lon soon changed to acknowledging the 
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power of God. Our God knows, how to 
humble the proud and to give grace to 
the humble. But the display of that 
power usually waits upon the faith of 
those who yield their bodies as living 
sacrifices to God. Such men are used 
to make people know that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Pray for the 
Scripture Readers Assn., Havelock House 
35, Catherine Place, London, Eng. 


Thurs.—Daniel 3:19-27. 
“The Fire Had No Power Upon Their Bodies.” 
PRAYER SvucGesTions: “The princes, 
governors, and captains, and the king’s 
counsellors, being gathered together, saw 
these men, upon whose bg@tlies the fire 
had no power, nor was an hair of their 
head singed.” God’s miracles have am- 
ple evidence. They are never done in 
a corner. The God who made fire can 
control the effects of fire. Our Maker, 
who only doeth wondrous things, doeth 
what He will in Heaven and on earth. 
Pray for Mildmay Mission to the Jews, 
Central Hall, Philpot St., London, E, 1, 
Eng. 


Fri.—Daniel 6:4-9. 

“Sought To Find Occasion Against Daniel.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The spresidents 
and princes sought to find occasion 
against Daniel.” Jealousy is as cruel as 
the grave. Daniel’s high position and 
his more excellent spirit set wicked un- 
derlings to scheming for his overthrow. 
But by prayer and a godly life he com- 
pletely triumphed over all his foes. The 
way of victory Daniel pursued is also 
open to you. Believe God, do His will, 
and you shall be a victor in the battle 
of life. Pray for Dr. Barnardo’s Homes, 
15 Barnardo House, Stepney Causeway, 
London, E. 1, Eng. 


Sat.—Daniel 6:16-23. 
Thy God... Will Deliver Thee. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Is thy God, 
whom thou servest continually, able to 
deliver thee?” In times of trial faith is 
severely tested. The servants of God in 
all ages have suffered the strain of faith 
by doubts and fears. Job and Daniel 
stood fast. By faith the mouths of lions 
were stopped, and the enemies were 
made to give way. In all trials of faith 
fall back on the faithfulness of God, who 
has said, “I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Pray for 
Zenana Bible and Medical Mission, 33 
Surrey St., Strand, London, W. C. 2, Eng. 


Sun.—Acts 5:27-32. 
“We Must Obey God Rather Than Men.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We ought to = “4 ~ Ms 
obey God rather than men.” The @ zm 
apostles were men who knew the dif- “*™  “ 
ference between divine and human =» = 
authority. They knew whose they aoa 
were and whom they served. In all . _ = 
decisions let us, like them, side ‘with mm 
the will of God. We will then be on “% < 
the right side and the winning side. . ms 
Pray for Spurgeon’s Orphan Homes, © 
Clapham Rd., Stockwell, London, Aa, 
S. W. 9, Eng. ,oar 
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